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The Battle is the Lord's 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


“Thus saith the Lord unte you, Be not 
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not your’s, but 
Geod’s” (2 Chron. 20:15). 

HE world and I are battling sore! 
My back against the wall, 
I fight, but cannot long prevail, 
For I am weak and small. 


My flesh becomes my enemy! 
I trust not my own heart; 

It crouches low within my breast 
And plays a craven’s part. 

The hosts of hell assail my soul! 
Lord, I am only one— 

Shall I go down in shamed defeat 
Before this day is done? 


The world, the flesh, the Devil, all 
Arrayed against me, Lord! 

And then it comes, a clarion call 
From out His holy Word: 


“The battle is the LORD’S! Whose then 
The certain victory? 

That man need never know defeat 
Who fully trusts in ME !” 


“ 
No Time To Read? - 


One sometimes hears Christian peo- 
ple say they wished they had more time 
to read. Now it is true that some are 
busier than others, with more exacting 
family duties, more church work, more 
committees, and longer working hours. 
But if the desire is really sincere to find 


more time to read the fine old books 
of the past and the best books of the 
present, it can usually be found. Let 
a man start by thinking back carefully 
over the way he has spent the twenty- 
four hours of each day of the past week. 
He may find that he spent too much 
time on the newspapers, or in lis- 
tening to the radio; too much time in 
aimless and long conversations; too 
much time on current magazines; per- 
haps he attended more meetings than 
he really needed to. Commuters travel- 
ing by train are very fortunate, for many 
ride twenty minutes each way, and that 
is forty minutes a day, and forty minutes 
a day spent on a good book will finish 
it in a few weeks’ time. John Wesley 
read a great many things on horseback 
and in the lumbering old coaches of Eng- 
land. It is better to spend five or ten 
minutes in profitable reading, while 
waiting for another person to keep an 


Where To Find 


AS encouragement ever more 

WV needed than today? With poli- 

tics becoming more and more 
entangled; domestic life more and more 
complicated; finance less and less ex- 
plicable; life generally more and more 
hopeless; if there is any encouragement 
worth having, who would not say, “Let 
us have it!” 

And there is! Christians of course 
turn to the Word of God to find it— 
but do we all know how definitely and 
repeatedly it is promised — promised so 
that it can be counted on utterly by the 
children of God? 


The same Greek word is translated 
“comfort” and “consolation” in 2 Corin- 
thians 1, and is very striking, for in the 
passage’ it can be correctly rendered 
“encourage” and “encouragement.” It 
means more than mere soothing, and 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Thou therefore endure hard- 


ness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3). 











appointment, than to fret. over his delay. 
Many busy people seldom have time to 
sit down and read.for an hour, but they 
get a lot of reading done by using the 
minutes. If memory serves the writer, 
it was Amos R. Wells, a great reader 
and fine writer, who said, “Ten minutes 
a day will read any book.” The mind 
and spirit will be much better prepared 
for the day’s.work if the ride to work 
is not squandered on newspaper reports 
of sordid crimes, or magazine articles 
setting forth empty philosophies of life, 
but is rather spent with books like John 
Wesley’s Journals, Oswald Chamber's 
“My Utmost for His Highest,” “Hudson 
Taylor’s ‘Spiritual Secret,” or the biog- 
raphy of some great man or woman of 
God. Before complaining of lack of 
time, let’s make sure we are using well 
the time we have. Many of us have 
much to learn about “redeeming the 


time.” 


Encouragement 


implies “a calling alongside for help,” 
that is, encouragement, 

Paul was writing to people who had 
much cause for discouragement. He had 
had to write in his former Epistle a 
sharp reproof for serious disorder and 
sin in Corinth, and it had grieved him 
to the heart to be obliged to do so. Now 
he had heard that sin had been dealt 
with, and the great tender shepherd- 
heart of Paul went out to the brother 
who had brought disgrace on the Corin- 
thian church, and had been disciplined. 
The anguish caused was severe. Besides 
this trouble, the time was characterized 
by pagan persecution — it was not easy 
to be a Christian at all, and called for 
stout hearts and strength that:only the 
Lord could supply. The social customs 
at Corinth were saturated with idolatry, 
and public opinion was in favor of it. 
Paul himself had suffered there as else- 
where, so, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, he writes to soothe (?) yes, 
but more — to strengthen those to whom 
he writes. His words may be read thus: 

“Blessed be God, even the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all encourage- 
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ment; who encourageth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to en- 
courage them which are in any trouble, 
by the encouragement wherewith we 
ourselves are encouraged of God. For 
_as the sufferings of Christ abound in 
us, sO Our encouragement also abound- 
eth by Christ. And whether we be af- 
flicted, it is for your encouragement. and 
salvation, which is effectual in the en- 
during of the same sufferings which we 
also suffer: or whether we.be encour- 
aged, it is for. your encouragement and 
salvation. And our hope of you is sted- 
fast, knowing that as ye are partakers 
of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of 
the encouragement.” 

How this brings it home to us today! 
It is for all who have received grace 
and peace from God our Father and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul knew what was “wrought in the 
enduring,” and he also knew that if 
there were no suffering in some form or 
another, there would be no experience 
of the encouragement that only God can 
give. This makes the suffering worth 
while. 

Someone has said, “God never discour- 
ages: discouragement always comes from 
the Devil.” How busy the latter is! 
Christians busy in the home are frus- 
trated in a thousand ways. Remember 
the strong words of 2 Corinthians 1! 

Toilers in offices, markets, shops, are 
nearly in despair. Look up! There is 
no panacea on earth. Christian workers 
are beset by manifold evils of which 
others know little or nothing, but the 
Lord reigneth, and He will remember 
that all that the Father has given to 
Christ shall come to him. It is our priv- 
ilege to be on the lookout for being used, 
After all, the very unrest and confusion 
of the world is a sign that the Lord is 
not far off. Palestine, a federating 
Europe, and a menace in the East only 
whisper to listening hearts that “the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” Is 
there no encouragement in that? Man’s 
day is running out, and the Day of the 
Lord. approaches, with the certainty of 
His triumph and of His revealed glory 
even on the earth. Not that that is the 
next thing. The Day of Christ when 
He comes into the air to claim His blood- 
bought church must be so much nearer 
than the outbreak of judgment on the 
earth. “Lift up your heads.” When an 
Eastern market is set in the open, a pur- 
chaser comes along, samples the grain 
exposed for sale, selects that heap that 
he wants, places in it a wooden seal that 
marks it as his own purchased posses- 
sion, and goes away till he comes back 
to “redeem” it, that is, gather it in and 
take it home. 

Is that not why the word “redemption” 
is the last of four in 1 Corinthians 1:30? 
Dr. A. T. Pierson said it re*crred to the 
redemption of the body, as in Romans 6, 
The price has been paid at Calvary, the 
seal has been given, the Holy Spirit, 
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and soon—how soon?—the Purchaser 
will return for His living grain. Oh! the 
encouragement of this! While the world 
rolls on, heedless of warnings and there- 
fore in ignorance of its doom ahead, 
those who have fied for refuge to Christ 
need not fear. As Newton wrote: 
Why should I fear the darkest hour, 


Or tremble at the tempter’s power? 
Jesus vouchsafes to be my Tower. 


Though sin would fill me with distress, 
The Throne of Grace I dare address: 
For Jesus is my Righteousness. 


I know not what may soon betide, 

Or how my wants will be supplied: 

But Jesus knows, and will provide. 

Against me earth and hell combine, 

But on my side is power divine: 

Jesus is all, and He is mine. 

But there is another thought. Barna- 
bas was a “son of encouragement.” Such 
are more scarce than they need be, Shall 
we brace ourselves from our own experi- 
ence to become sources of encourage- 
ment to others? Philemon gave Paul 
encouragement, and it is the Lord’s in- 
tention that His own should have 
“strong encouragement,” because our 
hope is an outlook both sure and stead- 
fast within the veil, while we wait for 
Him .who is the Source of all our en- 
couragement. But it is needful to bear 
in mind that it is always in the “en- 
couragement of the Scriptures” that the 
reliability of our witness is assured for 
there is much false encouragement, and 
this may prove fatal instead of being 
even helpful. The world is full of it, 
“Peace, peace; when there is no peace” 
(Jer. 6:14) —mere soothing syrup! We 
need to witness to a personal Christ, a 
Christ once dead but now risen for ever- 
more, interceding on high, coming in 
glory. Nothing can stop Him when the 
appointed moment arrives. Hallelujah! 


Notes on Open Letters 





Questions About Heaven 


Will you kindly give me the answers 
to the following questions about our 
heavenly Home? 

1. If the City has no fear of enemies 
and no prisoners, why does it have 
walls? ~ 

2. If no one is to be barred out (I 
do not believe that St. Peter-at-the- 
ate stuff is Scriptural), and if there 
is no need of closing them, why does 
the City have gates? 

3. Houses (“mansions”) have roofs, 
chimneys, steps, etc. If the City has no 
sun or moon, it cannot have. weather, 
so why does it have houses? 

4. Why does the City have pave- 
ments, robes, crowns, etc.? 

Respectful (and not irreverently). 
—A California reader. . 

Men can think of many questions that 
the Bible does not answer explicitly. 
But we can be sure that God has told 
us all we need to know for our spiritual 
guidance in this life and concerning our 
future home in Heaven. “The secret 
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things belong unto the Lord our God: 
but those things which are revealed be- 
long unto us and to our children for 
ever, that we may do all the words 
of this law” (Deut. 29:29); “For he giveth 
not account of any of his matters” (Job 
33:13). 

It will be noted that the reader has 
reverently asked four questions, each 
beginning with “Why.” Not one of these 
questions is explicitly answered in the 
glimpses that are given us of the 
heavenly city. It is the kind of question 
that God does not often answer, except 
in respect to His dealings with sinners 
and the atoning work of Christ. There 
are more than seven columns in Walker’s 
Concordance listing the word “because,” 
and most of the references are to pas- 
sages dealing with sin, the work of Christ, 
and the preaching of the apostles. But 
that does not mean that, in the light 
of all that God has seen fit to reveal to 
us, nothing can be said on these: four 
questions. 

The Apostle John in Revelation 21 de- 
clares that the city has “a wall great and 
high.” Therefore we may conclude that 
it is because God so wills it. Moreover, 
we cannot conceive of a city without 
walls or boundaries of some sort. 

The city has three gates at each of 
the four points of the compass because 
God has ordained that it should have, 
and doubtless to add to its beauty, for 
“the twelve gates were twelve pear's; 
every several. gate was of one pearl.” But 
some are barred out, for “there shall in 
no wise enter into it any thing. that de- 
fileth, neither whatsoever worketh abom- 
ination, or maketh a lie: but they which 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life” 
(Rev. 21:27). “Blessed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city” (Rev. 
22:14). 

It is not true that all houses or man- 
sions have roofs, chimneys, steps, etc. 
Many Oriental houses do not have chim- 
neys and some are without steps. The 
“many mansions” of John 14, to which 
believers have looked eagerly forward 
through the centuries, are not the same 
as the houses in our cities today. Dr. 
Merrill C. Tenney in his book, “John, 
the Gospel of Belief,” thus describes 
them: 

“The ‘many mansions’ did not refer to 
palatial residences, but rather to ‘abid- 
ing places.’ Perhaps ‘apartments’ would 
be a better translation. ‘ To the modern 
American the word ‘mansion’ connotes 
a large house on a broad estate, larger 
and more luxurious than the ordinary 
middle class dwelling. In the Orient the 
sons and daughters of a wealthy patri- 
arch, with their families, often lived 
under his roof. The one great house 
contained living quarters for all. By 
analogy, Jesus intimated that there 
would be room for all in the Father's 
house.” 

(Continued on page 118) 
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Xlll. The Cruelty of Modern Man 


Staggering statistics from the last war 





records of the Nuremberg trials 
present overwhelming evidence of 
the most ghastly nature of the 
cruelty of modern man. One should 
remember that those who were on trial 
were the leaders of the German people, 
Most of them were university graduates, 
and some of them had doctorate degrees 
from the finest institutions of learning 
in Europe; yet, the awful! tortures, the 
brutalities, the inhumanities that they 
ordered and gloated over are something 
that I think the world has never before 
seen in such frightful intensity. In the 
opening statement at the Nuremberg 
trials, by Robert H. Jackson, represent- 
ing the United States of America, the 
first paragraph reads in part as follows: 
“In the development and course of the 
common plan or conspiracy it came to 
embrace the commission of War Crimes, 
in that it contemplated, and the defend- 
ants determined upon and carried out, 
ruthless wars against countries and pop- 
ulations, in violation of the rules and 
customs of war, including as typical and 
systematic means by which the wars 
were prosecu‘ed, murder, ill-treatment, 
deportation for slave labor and for other 
purposes of civilian populations of oc- 
cupied territories, murder and ill-treat- 
ment of prisoners of war and of per- 
sons on the high seas, the taking and 
killing of hostages, the plunder of pub- 
lic and private property, the wanton 
destruction of cities, towns, and villages, 
and devastation not justified by military 
necessity. The common plan or con- 
spiracy contemplated and came to em- 
brace as typical and systematic means, 
and the defendants determined upon and 
committed, Crimes against Humanity, 
both within Germany and within oc- 
cupied territories, including murder, ex- 
termination, enslavement, deportation, 
and other inhumane acts committed 
against civilian populations before and 
during the war, and persecutions on 
political, racial or religious grounds, in 
execution of the plan for preparing and 
prose@uting aggressive or illegal wars, 
many of such acts and persecutions be- 
ing violations of the domestic laws of 
the countries where perpetrated” (“The 
Case Against the Nazi War Criminals,” 
pp. 115, 116). 


A Terrible Indictment 

Later the indictment has: this para- 
graph: 4 

“The murders and ill-treatment were 
carried out by divers means, including 
shooting, hanging, gassing, starvation, 
gross over-crowding, systematic: under- 
nutrition, systematic imposition of labor 
tasks beyond the strength of those or- 
dered’ to carry them out, inadequate 


The evidence that Dr. Smith brings 
together to show that prophecy is 
being literally fulfilled in our own 
day is so impressive that it has been 
deemed advisable to extend his study 
of 2 ‘Timothy 3 into three articles. 
This is the third on that particular 
passage and the thirteenth in his 
series giving “Prophecy’s Light on 
Our Times,” which Dr. Smith hopes 
to publish later in book form. The 
series will be concluded within the 
period covered by the twenty-weeks 
subscriptions sent in by readers who 
desired these special articles. 








provision of surgical and medical serv- 
ices, kickings, beatings, brutality and 
torture of all kinds, including the use 
of hot irons and pulling out of finger 
nails and the performance of experi- 
ments by means of operations and other- 
wise on living human subjects. In some 
occupied territories the defendants in- 
terfered with religious services, perse- 
cuted members of the clergy and mo- 
nastic orders and expropriated church 
property. They conducted deliberate 
and systematic genocide, viz., the exter- 
mination of racial and national groups, 
against the civilian populations of cer- 
tain occupied territories in order to de- 
stroy particular races and classes of 
people and national, racial, or religious 
groups, particularly Jews, Poles, and 
Gypsies, and others. Civilians were 
systematically subjected to tortures of 
all kinds, with the object of obtaining 
information” (pp. 138, 139). 


The statistics here are staggering. In 
a little more than two years, over 22,000 
died of exhaustion alcne at Buchenwald. 
In Mauthausen 700 priests alone died of 
exhaustion. In Maidanek 1,500,000 per- 
sons were exterminated. In Auschwitz 
4,000,000 persons were exterminated, in- 
cluding citizens of the United States, 
Great Britain, and France. In the Lwow 
region the Germans exterminated 700,000 
Soviet people, and in the Jewish Ghetto 
alone 133,000 were tortured and shot. In 
Czechoslovakia as a result of torture, 
beating, hanging in two Gestapo prisons, 
200,000 persons were killed, and many 
other thousands subjected to criminal 
treatment. If one wishes a brief report 
of this, with actual figures, all he needs 
to do is turn to “The Case Against the 
Nazi War Criminals,” which contains 
Justice Jackson’s opening statement and 
a preface by Gordon Dean of the Coun- 
sel for the United States. 

The March of Death from Bataan in- 
carnates for all time what the Apostle 
Paul means by this word “fierce.” 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


There are three words and phrases 
that describe the attitude of man at the 
end of the age toward God and gooti- 
ness; they are “unholy,” “no lovers of 
good,” and “lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God.” I am not entering 
here into an analysis of the increasing 
passion for pleasure in modern life, but 
I would like to illustrate this word 
“unholy” from a most unexpected source 
—not from criminals, or penitentiary 
records, but from one of the distin- 
guished scholars of the twentieth cen- 
tury, Dr. W. MacNeile Dixon, regius 
professor of English Language and Lit- 
erature in the University of Glasgow, 
1904-1935, in his Gifford Lectures, “The 
Human Situation,” which was heralded, 
when it appeared in 1937, as one of the 
most significant volumes in humanism 
of modern times. After saying that “the 
theologians of all ages and races have 
formed an image of God after their own 
fancies, and nothing could be more im- 
probable than that He resembles in the 
least particular their conceptions of 
Him; in fact, we are wholly in the dark 
about everything,” he makes this tragic 
statement: “The heaven of my choice 
would, I fear, contain but few saints. 
... Iam not sure it would contain any. 
. . » My affections have, I suppose, be- 
trayed or undermined my moral prin- 
ciples. Holiness is a strong perfume 
and a little of it goes a long way in 
the world.” 


The Deep, Underlying Factor 


Someone will at once be saying, “Well, 
this may be true for the German peo- 
ple, fed on the philosophy of superman 
and goaded by Prussianism for a cen- 
tury, but this cannot ever become gen- 
eral upon the earth.” Yet, it happened 
on two sides of the earth at the 6ame 
time, in Japan and Germany, and these 
characteristics have marked the Rus- 
sians certainly since the Bolshevist Rev- 
olution, during which millions of people 
were tortured and put to death, and a 
great national program of atheism was 
set on foot. But I believe there is a 
deep, underlying factor which we must 
not forget regarding the last days that 
will make such conditions swiftly pos- 
sible, and that is the loss of a knowl- 
edge of God, and the abandonment of 
the great ethical standards of Christen- 
dom. Of these atrocities Justice Jack- 
son himself said, “History does not re- 
cord a crime perpetrated against so 
many victims or ever carried out with 
such calculated cruelty.” (See “Nurem- 
berg Diary,” New York, 1947, p. 38.) 

Now the question arises, What will 
happen when faith im God disappears 
for the most part from the earth, and 
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we are in an age of antisupernaturalism, 
of relativism in ethics, every man for 
himself? What will there be on earth 
to hold men back from carrying out 
their bestial plans and exercising the 
abnormalities Paul catalogs? There 
will be nothing. In fact, Hans Frank 
himself, after the showing of the atrocity 
films in the Nuremberg jail, bemoaning 
the awful shame.that had come to Ger- 
many, asked the question, “Is it the be- 
ginning of a final horrible phase of hu- 
man evolution, or is it the end of one?” 
The prison psychologist, Dr. Gilbert, 
asked Frank what he himself had been 
thinking of when he permitted the mass 
transportation of people to concentra- 
tion camps, and he replied that he was 
not thinking of anything; he just did 
not think of the consequences. In fact — 
and this refers back to some of our pre- 
ceding articles — Frank himself gives an 
amazing testimony of the spirit of de- 
‘lusion resting upon the Nazi leaders. 
“For a moment you are intoxicated and 
think —maybe—. But then it passes — 
you open your hand, and it is empty — 
utterly empty! The stark reality of the 
shame keeps mounting before you day 
after day in a very unemotional court- 
room.— God, what simpletons we are! 
And that is the way it was with all 
of us. Now we can see how artificial 
that old inspiration was, seen against 
the cold background of reason and the 
world’s moral standards. But then we 
couldn’t ‘see it. It was everywhere. — 
And as soon as one source of inspira- 
tion wore off, another event, or speech, 
or victory reinforced the illusion. — Ah, 
well, it is too late. I am living on bor- 
rowed time now. I can use it to cleanse 
myself before God” (G. M. Gilbert, 
“Nuremberg Diary,” New York, 1947, 
p. 84). 

The study of this neglected passage 
in Paul’s Epistle could be continued for 
scores of pages, but I must bring this 
article to a close, but not without men- 
tioning one outstanding fact which I 
have never seen referred to in any pro- 
phetic-literature, namely, that the char- 
acteristics of men in the last days, as 
here depicted, will make possible the 
appearance, the worship, and obedience 
to Antichrist, in whom these various 
characteristics will receive their most 
powerful and final manifestation. Take, 
for example, the word translated “railer” 
in ‘the Revised Version (but “blasphemy” 
in the Authorized Version), where the 
actual Greek word, blasphemeo, occurs. 
Daniel speaks of the great final enemy 
of God as one “who shall speak words 
against the Most High” (7:25; 11:36); 
and John, referring to the beast out of 
the ‘sea, says he will be one “speaking 
great things and blasphemies” (Rev. 
13:5, 6). Also, in regard to this concept 
of boastfulness, haughtiness, pride, in 
Daniel 8:25 we read that the final enemy 
of God “shall magnify himself in his 
heart” (compare 11:36); and in the last 
prophetic section of Daniel this same 
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person is prophesied as one who will 
“magnify himself above all,” where the 
Septuagint has a very interesting inter- 
pretive translation, reading, “He shall 
exalt and magnify himself.” Paul says 
that men will not only be unholy, but 
they will not be lovers of the good. 
Antichrist in Daniel 8:24 is. set forth 
as one who will “destroy . . . the holy 
people.” In Revelation 13:7, 15, it is 
the beast out of the sea who will “make 
war with the saints,” and the beast out 
of the earth will insist that all who do 
not worship the image of the beast 
“should be killed.” It has always seemed 
to me that all of Revelation 18 could 
be summed up in this one phrase, “lovers 
of money,” and all of Revelation 17 
could be similarly summed up in the 
clause, “holding a form of godliness, 
but having denied the power thereof.” 
Everything Paul sets forth in these five 
verses may be summed up in one word, 
“lawlessness,” and Antichrist will so in- 
carnate the anarchy and lawlessness of 
the earth in a day when faith in God 
has almost disappeared that he will bear 
the title “the lawless one.” 

We must. not conclude, however, with- 
out Paul’s word of exhortation. After 
drawing this dark and terrible picture, 
he says to Timothy, and to all believers, 
“But abide thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing . . . the sacred writings 
which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in 


“I'm Lost. Pray for Me. . 
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Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:14); for, he says, 
the holy Scriptures are profitable for 
teaching us the truth, for convicting us 
of sin, for correcting us when we are 
out of the way, and for instructing us 
in righteousness. The way of deliver- 
ance from the delusions, the depravities, 
the gnawing selfishness, the godlessness, 
which will prevail on earth in the last 
days is by instruction in and belief in 
the truth, as it is revealed in the Word 
of God, for here we find salvation in 
Jesus Christ, and there is no other way 
of deliverance. The men whom Paul 
describes at the beginning of this chap- 
ter are doomed to eternal destruction, 
but those of whom he speaks at the end 
of the chapter are safe in Christ forever. 
It is for this reason that he begins his 
next paragraph with words we should 
all take to heart: “I charge thee in the 
sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who 
shall judge the living and the dead, and 
by his appearing and his kingdom: 
preach the word. .. . Be thou sober in 
all things.” As the darkness of our day 
deepens, it is more important than ever 
that we should be lights shining in the 
world; as false religions and false philos- 
ophies, and the delusions of the Devil 
spread upon this earth, it is mcre im- 
portant than ever since the cays when 
the church was founded that those who 
know Christ and believe His Word 
should be fearlessly, constantly, prayer- 
fully holding forth the Word of life. 


(To be continued) 


From a letter to The Children's Gospel Hour, which is 
reaching into homes and winning boys and girls for Christ 


ACK in the mountains of North Caro- 

lina, a twelve-year-old girl tuned 
the radio to WETB, Johnson City, Tenn. 
It was Saturday morning and time for 
her favorite musical program. To her 
surprise, the announcer said, “The Chil- 
dren’s Gospel Hour,” and then a piano 
started to play a hymn and a little girl 
spoke, saying, “Jesus ... said .. . Suffer 
the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not: for of such is the king- 
dom of ‘God.” Then a children’s choir 
sang a hymn with these words in it. 

Marian kept tuned to WETB, for she 
wanted to know who the children were 
and what would come next. The pro- 
gram was coming from the studios of 
WBGE in Atlanta, Ga., and the boys and 
girls were from the Temple Baptist Sun- 
day School. 

After Mr. Geiger, the director of the 
Children’s Gospel Hour, introduced the 
children, they sang, “Bring Them In.” 
Marian understood every word, and it 
seemed as though God were speaking 
just to her. “Who'll bring the lost ones 


to the fold, where they’ll be sheltered 
from the cold?”—‘“lost ones” — “far 
from the Shepherd’s fold away” — “bring 


them in from the fields of sin.” These 
words went to Marian’s heart, and she 
realized as never before that she was 
lost. She had been told that she was 
too young to be saved, but that couldn’t 
be so, for now she was aware that she 
had sinned. She knew that she wanted 
the Lord Jesus to be her Saviour. She 
wanted to sing the last chorus, but she 
couldn’t, for the words choked up in her 
throat. “Bring the wandering ones to 
Jesus.” The song was finished, but in 
Marian’s heart there was a heavy bur- 
den and a longing for someone to bring 
her to Jesus. 

Then came the unrehearsed Bible quiz. 
The question that interested Marian most 
of all was about Paul and Silas. A boy 
answered the question, and told how an 
earthquake had set them free from their 
chains and had broken down the prison 
doors. The next question was, “Who can 
teil me what Paul said when the jailer 
asked, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’” 
Marian didn’t know, but surely one of 
the children would. The first girl an- 
swered correctly, and in a clear voice 
said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved and thy house.” 
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Then Mr. Geiger said, “This is God’s 
wonderful way of salvation for all, for 
boys and girls, for you.” 

Could it be that simpie? Marian’s 
heart was troubled, for she had heard 
of other things one must do to be saved. 

After another song there was a prayer 
for the boys and girls who were listen- 
ing, and Marian was glad, for it made 
her know that someone loved — and 
wanted her to be saved. 

Marian listened intently as a girl read 
the story from the Bible about Barti- 
mzeus. She tried to repeat the memory 
verse with the children. It was John 
8:12, and how wonderful it sounded; 
how she longed to know the Lord Jesus 
and follow Him! Then a girl read a 
letter from one of the listeners: 

Dear Mr. Geiger: 

I am sending you the answers to the three 
Bible questions. I hope they, are right. I 
enjoyed finding them, and * will be glad 
¥ et the button with “Jesus Saves” o 

e to listen to your program, and I hope 
4. can keep it on the air. I am eleven 


= old. ay for me that I will accept 
ist as my personal Saviour. 


Your friend, 
S. R. M. 
This little girl wanted prayer for her 
salvation, so Marian decided to write a 
letter to Mr. Geiger and ask him to pray 
that she, too, might be saved. 

Next, Mr. Geiger told how all boys 
and girls could get the button with 
“Jesus Saves” on it, and a little book 
about the Bible, just for answering three 
Bible questions. Marian wanted both 
these awards, so she quickly got a pencil 
and tablet and waited for the questions: 

“What will Jesus give to all who come 
to Him? Read chapters 9, 10, 11, and 12 
of the Gospel of Matthew, ona you will 
find the answer.” 

Marian knew that wouldn't be hard, 
and she determined to read the chapters 
as soon as the program was over. 

Then came the Bible character quiz. 
The clues were too hard for Marian, and 
before she had any idea who the Bible 
character was, a boy gave the correct 
answer. It was “Abraham.” 

The Bible story that followed was 
called, “The Hidden Sin.” Marian had 
never heard of Achan, but she knew 
that he made a mistake when he tried 
to cover up his sin. God found him out 
and punished him for it.. “Boys and 
girls,” Mr. Geiger said, “God knows all 
about you. Nothing can be hidden from 
Him. He knows every sin, and sin must 
be judged. But God leves you and 
sent the Lord Jesus to save you from 
your sins. Jesus died for our sins and 
rose again, and all who believe in Him 
will be saved. This is God’s wonderful 
promise to you. Come te Jesus now. 
As the children sing, “Into My Heart,” 
ask God to forgive your sins, and re- 
ceive Him as your Saviour. 

This seemed so simple, so wonderful 
—just to take Jesus as her Saviour, just 
to believe in Him with all her heart! 
But it was-different from all she had 
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heard and been taught. And now the 
children were singing, “The Light of the 
World Is Jesus.” 
eyes as she listened to the invitation of 
the song, “Come to the Light, ‘tis shin- 
ing for thee.” Marian wanted to come, 
for she knew she was lost. She wanted 
to believe, but her heart was confused 
and she couldn’t. 

Mr. Geiger again told the boys and 
girls to come to Jesus and follow Him. 
Then he said, “Now, where should all 
boys and girls go on Sunday?” And the 
children answered, “To Sunday school 
and church,” 

After. telling: where to send the an- 
swers to the questions, Mr. Geiger said 
“Good-by,” and the program was over. 

The program that followed was her 
favorite musical one, but Marian turned 
it eff and began her letter to Mr. Geiger, 
in care of WETB. It was a long letter, 
and it told all that has been written 
here. It ended with the plea of a bur- 
dened heart: “I’m lost. Pray for me 
that I will be saved.” It was signed 
“Marian.” 

We have prayed for Marian, a child 
who is lost and wants to be saved. We 
have not been able to write to her, for 
she did not give her last name or her 





Stations That Carry 
The Children’s Gospel Hour 
Every Saturday 
WHUB, 1,400 kce., Cookeville, Tenn., 
8.15 a.m. 
WGNS, 1,450 ke., Murfreesboro, Tenn., 
8.30 a.m. 
WHAL, 1,400 ke., Shelbyville, Tenn., 
8.30 a.m. 
WMMT, 1,230 kc., McMinnville, Tenn., 
8.30 a.m. 
WDOD, 1,310 ke., Chattanooga, Tenn., 
8.30 a.m. 
WJZM, 1,400 ke., Clarksville, Tenn., 
9.30 a.m. 
WTJS, 1,290 ke., Jackson, Tenn., 
12.30 p.m. 
WTJS (fm), 100.7 mce., Jackson, Tenn., 
12.30 p.m. 
WIBK, 800 ke., Knoxville, Tenn., 
1.30 p.m. 
WETB, 790 ke., Johnson City, Tenn, 
9 a.m. 
WBBQ, 1,340 kc., duane Ga., 
9 a.m. 
WBGE, 1,340 kc., Atlanta, Ga., 
9.30 a.m. 
WBGE (fm), 95.5 me., Atlanta, Ga., 
9.30 a.m. 
WRTA, 1,240 ke., Altoona, Pa., © 
9.30 a.m. 
WNOW, 1,250 ke., York, Pa., 
2 p.m. 
WTWA, 1,240 kce., Thomson, Ga., 
‘11 a.m. 
WIJIMJ, 1,540 ke., Philadelphia, Paz, 
11 a.m. 











Tears filled Marian’s- 


. dren’s Gospel Hour, 
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address, but we thank God ‘that week 
after week we have been able to give 
Marian the message of salvation “by 
radio., We believe that God will answer 
her prayers and ours and give her the 
joy of. salvation in Christ Jesus, for 
which she longs. 

Marian is only one of the many mil- 
lions of boys and girls who are lost 
and who are waiting for sorheone to tell 
them how to be saved. In the mountains 
and in the cities their cry is coming 
to us: “I’m lost. Pray for me that I 
will be saved.” 

The Children’s Gospel Hour is attempt- 
ing, by God’s grace, to reach these pre- 
cious boys and girls with the message 
of life and salvation. Each half-hour 
program, broadcast every Saturday, is 
filled with the Gospel in song, Scripture, 
quizzes, and Bible story. Begun over 
three years. ago on one station in Ten- 
nessee, the Children’s Gospel Hour is 
now being broadcast over eighteen sta- 
tions in Tennessee, Georgia, and Penn- 
sylvania. The programs are made with 
a different group of children each week, 
and originate in the studios of the sta- 
tions broadcasting the program. Noth- 
ing is said about money over the air 
and no appeal is made for funds. The 
program is noncommercial, and is sup- 
ported entirely by the gifts of God’s 
people, 

The transcriptions, which are sent to 
all stations, are made by the WOR re- 
cording studios in New York. They are 
pressings made on the new, unbreakable 
Vinylite. If you are interested in getting 
the Children’s Gospel Hour broadcast on 
your local station, write to The Chil- 
Inc., Livingston, 
Tenn. 

There are millions of boys and girls in 
the United States who are not attendirig 
Sunday school or church. This pro- 
gram is an endeavor to reach these chil- 
dren with the Gospel as quickly as pos- 
sible. They need Christ now. The heart 
of God is yearning for the salvation of 
boys and girls. Jesus said, “Even so,: 
it is not the will of your Father which 
is in heaven, that one of these little 
ones should perish” (Matt. 18:14). 

, We covet your prayers, and interest in 
this ministry of the Gospel by radio to 
the millions of boys and girls who to- 
day are unsaved, many of whom are 
pleading: “I’m lost. Pray for me that 
I will be saved.” 

For .information and literature, write 
to The Children’s Gospel Hour, Inc., Liv- 
ingston, Tenn. Henry C. Geiger, direc- 
tor. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 20. JESUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE 


Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20, 3:13-19,; Luke 6:12-16, printed text, Mark 1:16-20; Luke 6:12-16 
Golden Text.—Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit.—John 15:16 


Kine James VERSION 


Mark 1:16 Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for 


they were fishers. 


17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will 


make you to become fishers. of men. 


18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. 


19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the 


ship mending their nets. 


20 And straightway he called them: and they left their father 


Luke 6:12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out 


14 Simon, 


into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 
13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and 

of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 

(whom he also named Peter,) 

brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 


and Andrew his 


15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphzus, and Simon 


called Zelotes, 


also was the traitor. 


16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE Lord Jesus did not take up and 
call to His service the Twelve be- 
cause of what He saw in them, but 
because of what He was prepared to do 
for them. To the fishermen-disciples 
He said, “Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” To all He might 
also have said, “I will make you, if you 
follow me.” Judas Iscariot alone failed 
to respond to His loving call and so 
remained a devil (John 6:70), in spite 
of three or more years’ association with 
Jesus. The others, like David’s com- 
panions (2 Sam. 23:8), who, to begin 
with, were but a poor, insignificant com- 
pany of men dissatisfied with conditions 
about them, but who, after association 
with their great leader, became mighty 
men of valor, were changed into power- 
ful witnesses by association with Christ. 
The Lord Jesus selected these young 
men from among His immediate dis- 
_ ciples and conferred upon them the title 
of apostles, that is, sent ones, whom He 
commissioned to go forth in His name, 
proclaiming His Gospel of the King- 
dom to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel during His life on earth (Matt. 
10:6; 15:24), and after His resurrection 
to go into all the world, preaching and 
teaching the nations (Matt. 28:18-20). 
While, according to early church tra- 
dition, they all (save James, the 
brother of John, who was slain by 
Herod) spread through the world seek- 
ing to lead men to Christ, yet we only 
find a few of them mentioned by name 
in the Book .of Acts, or in any of the 
New Testament Epistles. Peter and John 
bore witness in Jerusalem and Samaria 
and other parts. The rest were asso- 
ciated with them for some time, though 
not mentioned by name. Matthias was 
added to the Eleven in place of the 
traitor, Judas. 
The Lord declared that in the day of 
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earth’s regeneration the Twelve shall 
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel, and in the Book of the Reve- 
lation we find their names engraved on 
the foundations of the New Jerusalem. It 
is evident that their relationship to the 
Lord was of a very intimate and unique 
character, and they will be identified 
with Him forever. 


The Historical Setting 

It was very early in His public min- 
istry that Jesus called Andrew and Peter 
and James and John from their fishing 
business to follow Him. He selected the 
Twelve and ordained them to the apos- 
tleship some months later, in the spring 
of A.D. 28. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 1:16.—“He saw Simon and An- 
drew his brother ... for they were 
fishers.” This was not the first time 
Jesus and these brothers met. John tells 
us how they were brought to know Jesus 
some time before, when John the Bap- 
tist declared Him to be the Lamb of 
God (John 1:36-42). Now the time had 
come to leave all for His sake, 

Verse 17.—“Come ye after me, and I 
will make you . , .”. Thus He speaks 
today, and all who hear His voice and 
obey His Word become His disciples, to 
be made by Him vessels for the display 
of His glory. 

Verse 18—“They forsook their nets 
and followed him.” Without hesitation 
these two fishermen left all to go with 
Jesus and to become His companions 
and eventually His ambassadors to a 
lost world. 

Verse 19.—“He saw James , . . and 
John his brother . . . mending their 
nets.” Here were two other brothers, 


who had also known Him previously, 
but who were still in what we call secu- 
lar employment. 
Verse 20.—“He called them: and they 
left their father Zebedee . 
after him.” 


. . and went 
It seems evident that Zebe- 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


dee was himself a follower of Jesus, 
so he raised no opposition to his sons’ 
leaving the fishing business and their 
home to become the pupils or disciples 
of the Christ. 

Luke 6:12—“He . . . continued all 
night in prayer to God.” On the next 
day, Jesus was to select the Twelve, out 
of His many disciples, who were to be- 
come in an Official sense His apostles. 
He spent all the night previous in prayer 
to His Father, out on the mountainside. 
How this emphasizes the reality of His 
manhood, for as man He would not act 
without communing with His Father, 

Verse 13—“He chose twelve, whom 
also he named apostles.” They were His 
disciples already, who had been learn- 
ing at His feet the great truths which 
He came to reveal. Now they were to 
be given official positions as His ap- 
pointed messengers to Israel, and later 
to the world as a whole: 

Verse 14—“Simon (whom he also 
named Peter)” — the rocklike man who 
was to be, perhaps, in many respects 
the greatest of all the Twelve — “and 
Andrew his brother,” a very successful, 
personal worker, who had brought Peter 
himself to Jesus; “James and John,” ac- 
tive, energetic brothers, whom Jesus sur- 
named Boanerges—‘“sons of thunder” 
“Philip and Bartholomew,” also called 
Nathanael, close friends before they knew 
Jesus and bound more closely together 
afterward. 

Verse 15.—“Matthew” (also called 
Levi) a tax collector, who gave up his 
lucrative position to follow Jesus; 
“Thomas,” slow to believe, and waiting 
for proof, but definite and straightfor- 
ward in his confession when thoroughly 
convinced; “James, the son of Alpheus,” 
probably a cousin of Jesus after the flesh, 
generally known later on as James the 
Less, to distinguish him from the brother 
of John; “Simon called Zelotes,” that is, 
the Zealot — also known as the Canaan- 
ite, evidently a member of an ardently 
patriotic, political -group, ‘intensely de 





SOS Oe ee ee ee ee 


sm 














nt out 
3; and 
w his 
Simon 
which 


. copy- 
n, 


Jesus, 
; sons’ 

their 
sciples 


ed all 
> next 
ye, out 
to be- 
yostles. 
prayer 
inside. 
of His 
10t act 
her, 

whom 
are His 
learn- 
which 
yere to 
lis _ap- 
d later 


e also 
in who 
espects 
— “and 
cessful, 
t Peter 
yn,” ac- 
sus sur- 
under”; 

called 
y knew 
ogether 


called 
up his 
Jesus; 
waiting 
ightfor- 
roughly 
pheeus,” 
ne flesh, 
mes the 
brother 
that is, 
~anaan- 
:rdently 
ely de 








Lesson for February 20 


voted to the cause of Jewish freedom — 
the deliverance of Canaan from the Ro- 
man yoke. 

Verse 16—“Judas the brother of 
James,” probably the author of the Epis- 
tle of Jude, known as the brother of 
James, the son of Alphzus, to distin- 
guish him definitely from that other Judas 
Iscariot, the betrayer of his Lord. Iscariot 
means man of Kerioth, indicating the 
city from which the traitor came. How 
marvelous the grace that bore with this 
deceitful schemer for some three years 


and showed him kindness up to the very ~ 


last ! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In the twelve apostles we have men 
of varied temperaments and gifts, called 
out of the world, and separated from 
their ordinary occupations by the voice 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, that they mjght 
accompany Him in His travels, be wit- 
nesses of His holy words and ways, be- 
come empowered by Him to do signs and 
wonders as they bore testimony to His 
Messiahship. Among them were no out- 
standing scholars or men of unusual tal- 
ents, but after their association with 
Jesus they became qualified to carry His 
message throughout the world. Judas 
alone failed them, and his name is 
branded with eternal infamy as a re- 
sult of his betrayal of his Lord. 


Lesson Outline - 

1. Jesus, a maker of men (Mark 1: 16-18) 

2. Christ, before home ties and business 
relationships (vs. 19, 20) 

3. The prayer life of Jesus (Luke 6:12) 

4. The chosen Twelve (vs. 13-16) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Fishers of Men. It was to men en- 
gaged in the fi-hing business that the 
Lord Jesus. said, “I will make you to 
become fishers of men.” While all of 
Christ’s disciples should seek to win 
others to Him, this promise is not made 
in the same way to every one of them. 
He gives different gifts as He sees fit. 
Some are gifted as pastors and teachers 
and they are used by God to build up 
the saints. O‘hers are distinctively 
evangelists, whose message is to the lost 
and godless world. But as we follow 
Jesus Christ we can trust Him to make 
us just what He would have us to be, 
for He divideth “to every man severally 
as he will.” We are told to “covet ear- 
nestly the best gifts,’ and as we use 
the gifts we have, in dependencé on the 
Holy Spirit to use and lead us, He will 
see to it that we become ever more use- 
ful as the days go on. None, however, 
Should be discouraged if they do not 
immediately become great soul-winners. 
We may have other gifts that are just 
as useful in their place. 


Summaries and Applications 

It was the beginning of a newer and 
ticher life when Matthew left the cus- 
tomhouse to become an apostle of Christ. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7. February 13.—Jesus Faces Opposi- 


i 9 > we tetas .....Mark 2:1 to 3:6 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. February 27.—The Standards of the 
Kingdom Matthew 5 to 7 








He gladly gave up all,.that he might be 
used of God in making known the Gos- 
pel, and the Lord honored him by using 
him to write the Gospel record that 
bears his name. 

James, the brother of John, had a very 
few years of service as an apostle before 
he was slain by order of Herod; but 
his was a life of devotion to Christ, and 
eternity alone will reveal the true value 
of his sacrificial service. 

John was probably the youngest of 
the apostolic company and he outlived 
all the rest. He has left us the Fourth 
Gospel, his three Epistles, and the Book 
of the Revelation in order to enrich our 
lives and to guide us aright through 
this scene. Irenzeus speaks of him as an 
adolescent, when he heard the call of 
Jesus. 

Philip and Andrew seem to have 
worked together at various times. Both 
were marked by their personal interest 
in others. 

We know practically nothing of the 
life and labor of several of the apostles, 
as James and Judas (Thaddzeus), Bar- 
tholomew (Nathanael), Thomas, and 
Simon Zelotes; but we may be sure that 
each of these served his own generation 
by the will of God. 

Our hearts are pained as the name of 
Judas, the man of Kerioth, comes before 
us. He was perhaps the best educated 
of all the Twelve, chosen by the rest 
to be their treasurer, and therefore 
trusted by them all. But he proved 
recreant to his trust, and died a suicide 
after betraying his Lord, 


Winona Lake, IND. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT made Simon and Andrew s0 
ready to follow Jesus? 
2. Can the same reason be given for 
the readiness of John and James? 

3. How many stages can you trace in the 
call of Simon (Peter) and Andrew? 

4. Why did not Jesus tell Matthew also 
that He would make him a fisher of men? 
(Mark 2:14.) 

5. How do we know that Jesus regarded 
the choosing. of the Twelve as of the utmost 
importance? 

6. What three privileges does divine ordi- 
nation confer? 

7. What indications have we in Scripture 
of the primacy of Peter? 

8. Did Jesus know when He chose the 
Twelve that Judas would turn traitor? 

9. If so, why did He choose him? 

10. How many of the Twelve became 
writers of Holy Scripture? 


(Answers on page 117) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Heris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
gracious, Heavenly Father, “who daily 
loadeth us with benefits,’ we thank 
Thee for health and food, for home and 
school, for Thy Book, Thy Church, and 
this Sunday school. Most: of all we 
praise Thee for Thy Son, our Saviour, 
and to Him would we give ourselves 
afresh to be cleansed and then to be 
used according to His will and purpose. 
Show us whatever is displeasing to Thee 
in our lives, and help us to forsake every 
evil way, and to follow only after good. 
Give all parents understanding in the 
upbringing of their children. Be the 
instructor of all who teach, and the guide 
of all who lead others. Show Thy mercy 
to those who are in trouble, giving them 
Thine own wonderful deliverance, and 
turning their troubles to their good. Call 
into Thy service the men and women 
needed to take the Gospel to the millions 
who wait to hear it, and make us all 
to see and to do our duty in this mat- 
ter. May we be better for having studied 
Thy Word here today. Forgive our sins, 
and hold us true and faithful to Thee 
for Christ our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—A Sunday school 
teacher who was anxious to lead his 
boys to Christ brought to the class one 
Sunday some slips of paper. On each 
slip were these words: “Lord Jesus, 
take me, and break me, and make me.” 
He showed the slip to the boys, and ex- 


TAKE 
BREAK ME 
MAKE 


THY HULLPLR, LORD 


1 














plained that by “break me” was meant 
such teaching and training as we give 
a horse when we “break” it in. Then 
he said that any boy who truly meant 
to become a Christian might take a slip 
and sign his name to it. That day six 
boys asked for slips and each one signed 
his name, 

Those boys did that day what Simon, 
Andrew, James, and John did when 
Jesus said, “Come ye after me, and I 
will make you , . . fishers of men.” Those 
fishermen came to Christ that day; and 
in coming to Him they were simply say- 
ing, “Lord, take me, and break me, and 
make me,” and He did all three things 
for them. He took them. to be His own. 
He “broke them in,” taught and trained 
them for His work, and later sent them 
out to do that work, having made them 
“fishers of men.” First they were dis- 
ciples, or learners. Then they were 
made into apostles, men sent out to rep- 
resent Christ and give out His message. 

The Saviour wants to make us to be 
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fishers of men, too. The call still goes 
out, 

Who will be His helpers, 

Other lives to bring? 

But before we can bring others to Him, 
weé must bring ourselves. Have we done 
it? Who will turn to the Lord today 
and pray, “Lord Jesus, take me, and 
break me, and make me what Thou 
wouldst have me to be”? 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
w 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


T IS a matter of constant wonder that 

the Lord Jesus who had legions of 
angels at His disposal (Matt. 26:53) 
should decide on choosing man power 
for Kingdom work. 

The angels hearken to “the voice of 
his word,” they “do his commandments,” 
they “excel in strength” (Psa. 103:20). 
What faithful evangels they would 
make ! 

But instead of commissioning angels 
to spread the glad tidings of His so great 
salvation, He sends them forth to “min- 
ister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation” (Heb, 1:14), and entrusts the 
privilege of evangelization to men! 

Angels will take a very prominent part 
in executing judgments on earth dur- 
ing the Great Tribulation period (Rev. 
15 and 16); and one of them will have 
the honor of preaching the everlasting 
Gospel to them that dwell on the earth 
at that time (Rev. 14:6, 7). But for the 
present, preaching is reserved for hu- 
man beings—for those who have heard 
and believed the Gospel themselves! 
(Rom, 10: 13-15.) 

Every evangelist, pastor, teacher, Sun- 
day school worker; .and soul-winner can 
say with E. T. Cassel: 

.-This is the message that I bring, 

A message angels fain would sing; 
“Oh, be ye reconciled,” 

Thus saith my Lord and King, 
“Oh, be ye reconciled to God.” 

“Now as he walked by the sea of Gali- 
lee, he saw Simon and Andrew” (Mark 
1:16). —What an unlikely place in which 
to look for men to be entrusted with the 
most glorious news Heaven ever sent 
to mankind! 

Thank God for institutions of learning, 
and for all the educated men whom the 
Lord has used in His honorable serv- 
ice, but thanks should also be rendered 
to Him that He has not limited His 
choice of workers ‘to the literati! 

There are not only scholarly men like 
Luke, Paul, and Apollos ih the’ minis- 
try, but also humble fishermen like 
Peter, Andrew, James, and John! 

One would naturally expect the text 
to read as follows: “Now as He walked 
in the precincts of the Temple, He ob- 
served the devout doctors of the Law 
and called them to follow Him.” But 
we noticed in last week’s lesson, the 
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doctors of the Law were mostly on the 
side of those that opposed our Lord. 

Read Acts 4 and notice that when the 
rulers and elders and scribes and high 
priest and all his kindred confronted 
Some of the apostles, they “perceived 
that they were unlearned and ignorant 
men,” but marveled at their boldness 
and “took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus.” 

We wonder if they ever said to them- 
selves, “We are the ones who should be 
the Lord’s messengers in giving the 
Lord’s message [Mal. 2:7] instead of 
[or as well as] these erstwhile fisher- 
men !” 

The famous composer, Grieg, once took 
a poem of Ibsen’s and set it to music, 
then invited Ibsen to come and hear it. 
Grieg sat down before the piano and 
played. At the conclusion of the ren- 
dering Ibsen got up and walked over to 
the piano, and taking Grieg by the hand 
said just one word: “Understood!” (S. 
P, Garver.) 

Christians, worthy of the name, are 
simply Christ translated into terms of 
daily living. The world today, as of 
yore, understands that fact, and can 
give no better. explanation of believers 
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than to say, “They have been with 
Jesus.” 

“Simon and Andrew his brother... 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother” (vs. 16, 19).—It is J. B. Lawr- 
ence who relates the incident of the 
young Chinese man who was saved in 
Atlanta, Ga., and who was told by his 
godly teacher, “You are now a Christian, 
and you must read the Christian’s guide 
book, and follow its teachings.” He took 
this instruction seriously and began at 
the first chapter of the New Testament 


‘and read straight through. 


When he read in John’s Gospel about 
Andrew finding his own brother and 
bringing him ‘to Jesus, it gripped his 
heart. In faraway China he had a father, 
mother, brother, and sister, and he felt 
it his duty to bring them to Christ. 

He wrote letters telling them about 
his new-found Saviour, but he could not 
make them understand. He must go and 
bring them to Jesus. He worked hard 
and saved his money and went back to 
China. After many weeks he won his 
loved ones to the Lord. 

He chose twelve, whom also he named 
apostles” (Luke 6:13).—(Apostle means 
“a sent one.”) The following song, sung 


Few Strive To Climb It 


“He werit ovt into a mountain to pray,and 
continved all night in prayer to God.” 


y a. x-8-49 
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to the tune of “Bringing in the sheaves,” 
will assist us to memorize the names of 
the apostles, as well as remind believers 
that we, too, have becn sent in our 
spheres to spread the name and fame 
and saving work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 


There were twelve apostles, Jesus called 
to help Him, 

Simon Peter, Andrew, James, his brother 
John, . 

Philip, Thomas, Matthew, James the son 
of Alpheus, 

Thaddzus, Simon, Judas, and Barthol- 
omew. 


He has called us, too; He has called us, 
too; 

We are His discipies; 1 am one, and you! 

He. has called us, too; He has called us, 
too; | 

We are His disciples; we His work must 
do! 

Wawona, CALIF, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





YLSUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the high spots 

in the earthly ministry of the Lord 
Jesus was right at the beginning when 
He chose His twelve disciples; and the 
character and position of these men in 
their respective communities furnish 
some very interesting light on that min- 
istry. 

There is just one of those character. 
istics, and a very important one, that I 
want you. to think about especially to- 
day, and it is covered by a little four- 
letter verb, the word “left,” or its syno- 
nym, “forsook.” ‘You will notice, in the 
Mark text of our lesson today, that when 
Jesus, standing upon the beach, said to 
Simon and Andrew, “Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers 
of men . . . straightway they forsook 
their nets, and followed him.” A little 
later, when he called to James and John, 
out there with their father, Zebedee, and 
the hired men, mending their nets, 
“straightway ... they left their father 
Zebedee in the ship with the hired serv- 
ants, and went after him.” Again, Jesus 
passing by the receipt of customs, saw 
Matthew the publican sitting at his desk, 
simply saluted him with the words, “Fol- 
low me,” and the record is, “And he left 
all, rose up, and followed him” (Luke 
5:28). (It is interesting to note that 
“he left all” before he rose up — think of 
that a minute.) 

It was doubtless the same with the other 
disciples; to attach themselves to Jesus 
and His ministry and follow Him 
around, they had to detach themselves 
from what they were doing, give up 
their business—their means of living 
whatever that might have been. It re- 
quired tremendous conviction and pur- 
pose to do that; but they did it. And 
they made a great gain by it. Later, 
when Jesus was talking about the love 
of riches, Peter exclaimed: “Lo, we 
have left all, and have followed thee. 
And Jesus answered and said, Verily I 
say unto you, There is no man that hath 
left house, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 
but he shall receive an hundredfold 
now in this time, .. . and in the world 
to come eternal life” (Mark 10:28-30). 

Here is the acid test of becoming a 
real, effective, used, joyous servant of 
the Lord; it is the willingness to leave 
all for Him. In most cases the Lord 
gives back to you the material. things 
you have surrendered to Him. Some- 
times He gives it back manifold. Once 
you have definitely signed it all over 
to Him, He can trust you as His steward, 
and place it all—and more —back into 
your hands to administer for Him. But 
if in His wisdom it is better for you to 
work for Him without those things 
which you have surrendered, He gives 
you a spiritual blessing and a joy in 
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70 the Spirit 
of Christian 
Love “Sired 7 


Ww 


“I know many refugees,” 
writes our representative in 
France, “who are praying again 
and again that the spirit of 
Christian love will not get 
tired in America.” 

We are faced with a con- 
stant cry for help’ from the 
thousands of Hebrew Chris- 
tians in Europe, who are still 
suffering from extreme ex- 
haustion and distress as the 
aftermath of an unprecedent- 
ed calamity. 


The Friends of Israel Mis- 
sionary and Relief Society, 
Inc., continues to serve in the 
Lord’s name, supplying food 
for the hungry, clothing for the 
ill-clad, and the word of com- 
fort and life to the despondent. 


God forbid that the spirit of 
Christian love should ever be- 
come tired. This hate-ridden 
and distressed world would 
then become totally unlivable 
for our Lord’s “little ones.” 


Help us to keep aloft the 
torch of His light and love in 
places of distress. Your pray- 
erful fellowship and co-opera- 
tion for this great Christian 
service and testimony to the 
Children of Israel is warmly 
invited. 

Ww 


The Friends of Israel 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. BRUCE MILLAR, B.A., B.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
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your heart which — you, being the judge, 
will say—far outmeasures any sacri- 
fice you have made. So in either event 
you are a rich gainer. 
“Let go—let God.” I say it again: 
you cannot outgive God — just try it! 
Fontana Dam, N, C, 


me 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be m 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
t the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

By the Fruit You Bear.—Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that. ye should go and 
bring forth fruit (John 15:16, Golden 
Text). 

I know you not by the song you sing, 

Nor by the smile you wear; 

It’s rather by the love you have, 

And by the fruit you bear. 


I know you not by the word you speak, 
Nor by your knowledge fair; 

But by the joy that’s in your soul, 
And by the fruit you bear. 


I know the grapevine by the grape, 
The pear tree by the pear; 
And so by these, my friend, you’re known, 
It’s by the fruit you bear. 
—From E. A. Harris, in Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Wilson Graham, Seattle. 


Who Found Who?—Now as he walked 
by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew his brother (Mark 1:16). In 
the timbered mountains of the North- 
west, a five-year-old was lost. Night 
came. The citizens and rangers were 
searching the caves and mountainsides 
for him. Snow began to fall. All night 
the snow laid its blankets, but no Bobby 
could be found. The next morning the 
sun came out and the snow ceased. A 
weary father decided to come in for a 
cup of coffee, and when he was within 
half a mile of home he kicked against 
what seemed to be a log in his path; but 
when the snow was jarred a small boy 
stretched, yawned, sat up from under his 
snowy blankets, and exclaimed, “Oh, 
Daddy! I’ve found you at last!” Now 
who found whom? Mortals have an in- 
herited phrase: “So-and-so found the 
Lord.” But the Lord has never been 
lost!) Men talk about the search for 
God. He has asked us to search the 
Scriptures and to seek His will, but 
when it comes to salvation it is God who 
reaches out for us.—F rom the Conqueror, 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


Instructions in Good Time.—And Jesus 
said unto them, Come ye after me 
(Mark 1:17): Jesus never promised any 
of the disciples, when He called them, 
that God would explain their orders to 





February 5, 1949 


them. His command was, “Follow me.” 
A boy in Manchester, England, asked his 
father if he might have Saturday after- 
noon off and go across Manchester to 
the football field to see the two cham- 
pion teams in the playoff. His father an- 
swered, “I will think it over, Son, and 
tell you Saturday morning.” Saturday 
morning he called the boy and said, 
“Son, I have a large package of wool 
that I want you to deliver to the dealer 
on the other side of Manchester.” The 
boy shifted from one foot to the other 
trying to frame the question about the 
football game, but decided to say noth- 
ing further about it since his father evi- 
dently had other plans. With a leaden 
heart he rode the streetcar on the long 
journey thinking how different it might 
have been if his father had let him ride 
this same streetcar to the football field. 
He deposited the wool and started out 
when the dealer called him back and 
startled him with this announcement, 
“Here’s a note in the package from your 
father telling me to give you the money 
for the wool and let you use it to go to 
the football game.”—F rom C. Roy Angell, 
in the Teacher, S. B. C. Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


Not All the Same Way.—I will make 
you to become fishers of men (Mark 
1:17). “Dr. G. Campbell Morgan has 
often said that the Lord found him, not 
in a fishing boat, but as an instructor 
in a school, and said to him, ‘Follow 
me, and I will make you a teacher of 
men.’ There are different gifts and re- 
sponsibilities. While all Christians 
should seek to be soul-winners, it is a 
mistake to teach that all who follow the 
Lord Jesus will always be used in this 
way.”’—From Dr. Ironside, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Robert S. 
Wilson, Cedarville, Ill. 


The Greatest Sit-Down Strike.—And 
straightway they forsook their nets, and 
followed him (Mark 1:18). “The great- 
est sit-down strike in all the world is 
not staged by some labor union, but 
by Christians, when it comes to per- 
sonal visitation for the purpose of win- 
ning the lost, when it comes to indi- 
vidual Christian’s work ffor the 
individual man who is unsaved. In this 
our Christian zeal is like someone said 
of Mr. Wordsworth: ‘Sometimes he 
made his poetic eagle do the work of a 
clucking hen.’ And as a consequence the 
unsaved all around us can say: ‘No man 
cared for my soul.’ Would that it were 
known of us in our churches what was 
said of Mr. Wesley—‘He was out of 
breath pursuing souls.’”—From Dr. Rob- 
ert G. Lee, in Sword of the Lord. Sent 
by Robert S. Wilson, Cedarville, Ill. 


No Time To Change.—And straight- 
way they forsook their nets, and fol- 
lowed him (Mark 1:18). Stonewall 
Jackson was once asked what he would 
do if God should call him to the foreign 
mission. field. “I wouldn’t go home to 
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change my clothes,” replied the great 
military general who had learned well 
the lesson of -strict and instantaneous 
obedience—From Pilgrim Holiness Ad- 
vocate. Sent by Mrs. A, L. Smith, De- 
catur, Ill. 


In Just Three Minutes.—He called unto 
him his disciples: and of them he chose 
twelve (Luke 6:13). During the first 
World War, Bishop J. Taylor Smith of 
Great Britain examined candidates for 
army chaplaincies. It was his custom 
to focus upon one point in the examina- 
tion. He would take his watch in his 
hands, and say, “I am a dying soldier. 
I have just three minutes to live. I 
want you to tell me how I must be 
saved.” If the candidate knew how to 
deal with a soul about to face God, the 
Bishop recommended his appointment. 
Why should any other kind of man be 
recommended as a shepherd of souls?— 
From the Western Recorder. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
ANSWERING JESUS’ CALL 


SSIGNMENTS — Donna, please be 

ready to tell us how Andrew and 
Peter first met the Lord Jesus (John 1: 
35-42). Helen, please be ready to tell 
us how Philip and Nathanael met Christ 
(John 1:43-51). Mary, please prepare 
a one minute talk on 2 Corinthians 5: 
14, 15). 

These are the twelve disciples’ names, 

Peter, Andrew, John, and James, 

Philip and Bartholomew, 

Matthew next, and Thomas, too, 

James the less, and Judas the greater, 

Simon Zelotes, and Judas the traitor. 

If you do not already know the names 
of the twelve disciples, learn this little 
rhyme today. When we meet the Eleven 
who are in Heaven we certainly want 
to recognize them as the disciples who 
followed Christ when He was here on 
earth. We know a great deal about some 
of them. Those we do not know so well 
will be very interesting to talk to also. 
Every one of them will be able to: tell 
us stories of Jesus which were not put 
into the Bible, 

This lesson is about the choosing of 
the Twelve. It is entitled, “Answering 
Jesus’ Call.” We know a little about 
the call of seven of the disciples. A few 
weeks ago we read of Matthew’s call. 
What do you remember about that? 

Now let us read Mark 1: 16-20 together. 
Here we will find the names of four 
others who answered Christ’s call. Who 
were they? 

Where was the Lord Jesus walking the 
day He called them? The Sea of Gali- 
lee is about thirteen miles long and 
seven miles across at the widest point. 
It is seven hundred feet below sea level, 
so is a very deep blue. It is surrounded 
by hills and mountains, and in the time 
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of Christ there were many little towns 
bordering on the shore. The lake was 
always dotted with fishing boats, 

Can you picture the scene that day? 
The Lorfl Jesus is walking along the 
shore when He sees Peter and Andrew 
casting their nets in the hope of getting 
a good catch of fish. He calls them to 
come and follow Itim. Do they say, 
“We'll think about it,” or, “We'll come 
as soon as we have drawn in the nets”? 
No, they come at once. They know they 
will lose money, but that does not stop 
them. They leave all to follow Jesus, 

Christ walks along the shore a little 
farther. There are James and John 
mending their nets, preparatory to get- 
ting another ‘catch. They and their father 
have quite a flourishing business. Jesus 
calls them. They leave their business 
in the hands of their employees, and 
come at once. 

I do not believe that the day we are 
talking about was the first time Peter 
and Andrew met Jesus. It seems to me 
that the occasion told of in the first chap- 
ter of John must have preceded this 
call to follow. Donna will tell us about 
that first meeting. Isn’t that beautiful? 
John the Baptist pointed Andrew to the 
Lamb of God, then Andrew brought 
Peter to Jesus. Have you looked to the 
Lamb of God? Have you been brought 
to Jesus? If not, there is nothing I 
would rather do this morning than in- 
troduce you to Him. 

Now Helen will tell us how Philip and 
Nathanael came to Jesus. Nathanael is 
frequently called Bartholomew in the 
Gospels. That simply means “son of 
Talmai.” See how quickly Philip went 
after his friend to bring him to Jesus. 
And see how thoroughly the Lord Jesus 
knew Nathanael before He, as man, ever 
met him. He knew each one of us per- 
fectly before we ever met Him, too. 

Some people believe that when they 
have come to Christ and been saved, 
that is the climax of Christian experi- 
ence. But the truth of the matter is 
that it-is only the beginning. The day 
you first met the Lord Jesus was a won- 
derful day, but it was the beginning of 
your Christian experience and not the 
end of it. From that day forward Christ 
should have increasing-control over your 
life, and as you follow Him your path 
will grow brighter and brighter unto 
the perfect day. 

Last Monday a twelve-year-old boy 
was helping me tidy up after the week- 
day Bible class. In the course of our 
conversation he said, “The Lord has quite 
a bit of influence over me.” As I thought 
of his regular attendance, his good be- 
havior, and his fine reputation, I be- 
lieved what he said. He is from a non- 
Christian home, so that he sometimes ex- 
presses himself in an unusual way when 
talking about the things of the Lord. 
But what he said last Monday made me 
wonder how much influence the Lord 
really has over each dne of us. If the 
purposes for which He called ts are to 
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be realized, then He must needs have 
complete control over us. 

Mark 3:14 tells us for what two pur- 
poses Jesus called His disciples on the 
day of which we read. (1) That they 
might be with Him; (2) that they might 
give out His message. The Lord Jesus 
is still calling those who have been 
brought to Him to a life of fellowship 
with Him, and of service for Him. We 
are called first to know Him, then to 
make Him known. Have you answered 
the call to be a real follower of Jesus? 
Or are you content to ignore His call 
even though you are saved and have 
every blessing that He can give you? 
When we think of what Christ left to 
come to earth for our sakes, anything 
we might leave to follow Him is as noth- 
ing. If you. have not yet answered 
His call to consecration, you are missing 
the best. part of. Christian experience 
now, and throughout the endless ages 
of eternity, you will wish, oh, so much, 
that you had not wasted the precious bit 
of time you had on earth which could 
have been lived for Him. 

Second Corinthians 5:14, 15 tells us 
why we should answer Christ’s call to 
fellowship and service, and it also ex- 
plains how answering that call will af- 
fect our lives. Mary will tell us a little 
about. this. See how reasonable that 
is! Christ died for us so we should live 
for Him. Notice the beginning of verse 
14. It. is the wonderful love of Christ 
that makes us joyfully decide to answer 
His call to live for Him, and not any 
longer just for ourselves. 

Who can quote the Golden Text for 
us? Notice the Lord Jesus chose us and 
set us apart for Himself that we might 
“bring forth fruit.” Are we bearing 
fruit? How much did your life and mine 
bear for Him last week? If our lives 
are not effective for Him, perhaps it is 
because we have not yet answered His 
call to follow. What did He tell the 
disciples He would make of them if they 
followed Him? Are you a fisher of 
men? What a joyful business that is! 
The first time the Lord enabled me to 
win a soul for Him, I was even happier 
than when I was saved myself. I could 
not sleep that night just for the joy of 
it. Another ransomed soul, saved eter- 
nally from hell! Another voice to join 
in the song of praise in Heaven! That 
night I realized that there is no earthly 
joy to compare with the joy of winning 
souls for Christ. 

But I do not believe the Lord gives 
His children the privilege of bringing 
others to Himself until they have an- 
swered His call to follow Him them- 
selves. He said to His disciples, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
They did follow, and how wonderfully 
the Lord fulfilled that promise to them. 
Will you not answer His call to live for 
Him by saying to Him this morning, 
“All that I am and all that I ‘have, shall 
henceforth be.Thine own”? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E.. Dow 


‘Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Chooses Twelve Helpers 
(Mark 1:16-20; 3:13-19) 


RITE on the blackboard the names: 

Andrew, James, John, Lord Jesus, 
Luke, Mark, Matthew, Peter. Pass paper 
to the pupils. The blue sea of Galilee 
was sparkling in the sunshine. Along 
the beach or just offshore were the little 
boats of fishermen who made theif liv- 
ing catching fish in nets. A couple of 
men were throwing a net into the water. 
A man Walking along the beach stopped 
to talk with them. At once they stop- 
ped work and followed Him. Going far- 
ther, the first man stopped again to 
speak to two men mending nets in a 
boat with their father and other men. 
Those two stopped working and followed 
the first man. Now there were five 
walking along the beach. Write their 
names from the list on the blackboard. 
What did the man say, that made them 
stop work and follow Him? (Jesus said,) 
“Follow me” (Mark 2:14, Memory 
Verse). 

Another day this same man was walk- 
ing near the sea, and went by a little 
office where’ a man was sitting, taking 
taxes. This man shut up his office, and 
followed the first man. Who was he? 
What did the first man say? 

These five men and many others fol- 
lowed the Lord about day after day. 
They listered to His words as He 
preached to the people. They watched 
Him heal the sick and lame, and send 
evil spirits out of folks. 

Then one night the Lord went up into 
a mountain alone and prayed all night 
(Luke 6:12). Next morning He called 
to Him those who had been following 
Him around. He picked twelve of them 
to be His special helpers. You know the 
names of five of them. The others were 
Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, another 
James, Thaddzus, a second = Simon, 
Judas. The names have been set to 
rhyme and music, and may be found in 
this issue in “The Busy Men’s Corner,” 
by Tom M. Olson. The Lord Jesus sent 
these twelve to different places to do 
the things He would do for those people 
if He were there: to preach, heal, and 
cast out evil spirits. 

Some weeks ago we had a lesson about 
the Lord Jesus in His family when He 
was a boy. I have been thinking that 
the Lord calls the grownups to follow 
Him and do the things He would do 
for people if He were here as a grown- 
up; and that He calls the boys and girls, 
“Follow me,” that they might do the 
things He would do for people if He 
were here as a child and lived in your 
home. Do you remember what He did 
do as a boy? What did you write on 
the back of the picture we had for that 
lesson? Have you been following? Let 
us close our eyes and you listen to the 











Lesson for February 20 


Lord Jesus as He talks to you in your 
heart and says, “Follow me.” If you 
have never asked Him to come into your 
heart, you may ask Him now. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY’S lesson tells us about twelve 

men whom Jesus called to be His 
disciples, to walk with Him up and down 
the dusty roads of Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria. Let’s see who some of them 
were. 

You know some of them very well. 
Peter and Andrew and James and John 
were fishermen. Maybe you think of a 
little boat going out catching a few fish, 
but I think their boats were quite good 
sized, and they did a big business with 
their fishing. I never go down on the 
wharf at Santa Cruz without getting a 
picture of what the disciples did. Of 
course the boats at Santa Cruz have 
motors. and electric winches, and the 
like, things that Peter and John knew 
nothing about. The men go out to sea, 
when the sun shines, or when waves 
are high, unless the storm is so bad they 
cannot get out. They -bring back the 
fish, and they sit and mend their nets. 
’ There are always some of them mending 
the nets. That was what the disciples 
were doing, Peter and James and John, 
when the Lord Jesus Christ called them, 
The Bible says they were washing their 
nets. Then when they finished washing 
them, they would mend every break 
they could find. But they left every- 
thing and followed the Lord Jesus, 

We heard about Matthew last week, 
how he left his tax collector’s job and 
followed the Lord Jesus when He called 
him, 

Another disciple. was Philip. We do 
not know what he did, but his home was 
in Bethsaida, the city of Peter and An- 
drew, near the Sea of Galilee, so he 
may have been a fisherman, but prob- 
ably not, just a man who was a small 
farmer, they sometimes call .such men 
peasants. 

Nathanael was a friend of his, whom 
he brought to Jesus. He lived at. Cana, 
farther away from the sea, and was 
quite certainly a farmer. We know. he 
had been sitting under a fig tree before 
Philip went after him, for Jesus told 
him He saw him there, which made 
Nathanael sure He was the King of Is- 
rael, the Messiah. 

We know very. little about Thomas, 
another James, Thaddzus, Simon the 
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot. We do not 
know what they did for a living or 
where they lived, but they all followed 
Jesus when He called them. They went 
with Him, they preached when He sent 
them out, they saw His miracles, and 
heard Him preach. They all were faith. 
full-servants,-we believe, except Judas, 
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and you Know he was thé one who be- 
trayed the Lord Jesus. Of course Peter 
denied his Lord the night Jesus was 
arrested, and all the other disciples fled, 
but it was because they were scared, 
just as we would be, not because they 
did not love the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
had somehow gotten it into their heads 
that Jesus was going to set up a king- 
dom and drive the hated Romans out 
of their country, and when He was ar- 
rested, they couldn’t understand what 
was the matter. They had not under- 
stood, although they had been told,- that 
He was to die on the cross. But every- 
one except Judas was with Peter on the 
day of Pentecost, and we are told that 
all of the disciples except John died for 
their faith, 

Do you wonder why the Lord Jesus 
chose such common people for disci- 
ples? If we had been doing it, we would 
have chosen the bank president, the col- 
lege president, some leading business- 
men, a popular preacher or two, and a 


couple of leading financial men of great 


wealth. 

Strange to say, not many such men 
-follow Jesus now, and it was just the 
same then; people haven’t changed. I 
am glad Jesus chose such common peo- 
ple to follow Him, for it makes us all 
know we can follow Him; too. There is 
no person so lowly in life but what he 
is acceptable when he comes to Jesus 
Christ. for salvation and ‘service. 

Even every little child- who believes 
in the Lord Jesus is welcome:in Christ's 
Kingdom, for He said, “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

That is good news, isn’t it? 

FELTON, CALIF. 


yg 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions ere on page 111) 

1. Their previous acquaintance with Jesus 
(John 1:35-37, 40-42). 

2. It is believed that John was the other 
one of “the two” referred to in John 1:40. 
This would give a like reason for prompt 
obedience. 

3..Four: the meeting with Jesus in John 
1; the call by the sea; the appoimtment to 
apostleship; the great commission. 

4. He used. the language of fishing to 
fishermen, but to.a government official He 
simply used the command of authority. 

5. He spent a whole night in prayer be- 
forehand (Luke 6:12). 


6. Fellowship, service, power (Mark 3:14, 
15). 


7. None whatsoever. His qualities made 
him pr'mus inter pares, but he held no supe- 
rior rank or title. 


8. Yes. See John 6:64, 70, 71. 


9. That the Scripture might be fulfilled 
(John 13:18). 


10. Three: Matthew, John, Peter. 
WuHeatTon, Ix, 
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cessful students of Christian “Writers Institute 
you can have the thrill of receiving your first 
editor’s check. There’s no need to wait. Begin 
your training now for a profitable career in 
Christian Writing. 





“Sent a manuscript to SUN- 
DAY “SGHOOL TIMES. 
They sent me a lovely letter 
of acceptance. My first sale! 
What a wonderful feeling it 
gave me! I am so delighted 
with the work I am getting 
through these courses.” Mrs. 
Eleanor E. F. Davis, Mexico, 
New York. 


ANYONE. CAN WRITE 


Enroll today in “Beginning Christian Writer.” Learn 
at home — in your spare time the essentials of good 
news writing, the construction of “the lead.” - Learn 
how to organize your material, how to write colorfully 
in the language of today. 


ONLY $5.00 STARTS YOU 


You can start on this omcaing writing for as 
little as $5 initial payment; the balance of $10 payable 
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FREE! WITH YOUR ENROLLMENT 


One year’s subscription to CHRISTIAN LIFE 
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434 South Wabash Avenue, Dept. SS29 
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Enclosed is my first payment on “Beginni 
Christian Writer."’ Start my course at once. = 
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Questions About Heaven 
(Continued from second page) 


Undoubtedly the city has pavements 
so that the saints will have something 
to walk on, and there are robes to clothe 
them. Crowns are given for rewards, 
and they are described in Scripture in 
five different ways. There is the “in- 
corruptible” crown (1 Cor. 9:25); and 
there are crowns of rejoicing (1 Thess. 
2:19), righteousness. (2 Tim. 4:8), glory 
(1 Pet. 5:4), and life (Jas, 1:12; Rev. 
2:10). 

Speculations about Heaven, kept under 
control by the revelations of Scripture, 
are not wrong, and they have. been a 
source of joy to the saints down through 
the ages. Most Christians are familiar 
with that grand old hymn: beginning, 
“O Mother Dear, Jerusalem!” William 
C. Prime wrote a lovely book on that 
hymn, which was published in 1865 by 
Anson D. F. Randolph, 770 Broadway, 
New York.! Mr. Prime gives one trans- 


lation of thirty-one stanzas, and numer-— 
-ous other translations and additional 


lines in his appendices. In a rather long 


introduction he gives the results of his . 


studies of the sources of the old hymn 
and tells this interesting incident: 

“T was riding one morning, not many 
years ago, over the hills on the north 
of Jerusalem, in company with several 
friends, and as our horses picked their 
dangerous way in single file up to the 
rocky crest of a mountain ridge, I broke 
out in loud voice chaunting the words 





1The Editor would be grateful for any in- 
formation about Mr. Randolph and his pub- 
lishing house which readers may have, as all 
the books that he published seem to have 
been deeply spiritual in tone and true to the 
Scripture, but are now apparently out of print. 
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of this old hymn. Immediately behind 
me rode a gentleman widely known and 
loved in the Christian world, Rev. Hora- 
tius Bonar, D.D., the pastor at Kelso in 
Scotland, an accomplished scholar, and 
a poet especially fond of views, distant, 
but always clear and joyous, of the New 
Jerusalem. Hearing my song, he at once 
rode up, and in the conversation which 
ensued, gave us a store of interesting 
information about it, and at length it 
appeared that he had written and printed 
a monograph on the subject.” 

Dr. Prime and Dr. Bonar, with An- 
drew Bonar, Robert Murray McCheyne, 
and a host of other saints, have long 
been in the presence of their Redeemer, 
and they know more of the glories of 
Heaven than they could have known 
in this life or than we are yet permitted 
to see. But it is likely that when we 
shall join them and see the Lord Jesus 
face to face, ous sentiments will be like 
those of the Queen of Sheba after she 
“had seen all of Solomon’s wisdom, and 
the house that he had built” (1 Kings 
10:4): 

“And she said to the king, It was a 
true report that I heard in mine own 
land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 
Howbeit I believed not the words, until 
I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, 
behold, the half was not told me: thy 
wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the 
fame which I heard. Happy are thy 
men, happy are these thy servants, which 
stand -continually before thee, and that 
hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord 
thy God, which delighted in thee, to 
set thee on the throne of Israel: because 
the Lord loved Israel for ever, there- 
fore made he thee king, to do judgment 
and justice” (1 Kings 10:6-9). 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 20 


2. Making America Safe for Differences 
(Matt. 7:1-5) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
by: permission. 

HE topic chosen for this week seeks 

to emphasize World Brotherhood 
Day. At the outset, the topic recognizes 
that there are differences in America. 
There are differences in race, in color, 
in creed, and culture, in politics, and in 
economic or social conditions. The sys- 
tem of government under which we live 
in the United States is the best that man 
has devised for bringing all these 
differences into harmony. It is not a per- 
fect government, and because it is man- 
made and man-administered, imperfec- 
tions and weaknesses will appear from 
time to time. In the main, it involves 
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majority rule, which has many advan- 
tages. But majority rule can, sometimes, 
work hardships on small minorities, and 
we are seeing some of these difficulties 
in our internal relationships in the pres- 
ent day. This does not mean that our 
form of government needs to be dis- 
carded, but rather that adjustments need 
to be made. We must guard against 
agitators who would stir up hatred and 
misunderstanding and violence. 
se 

A second truth that needs to be rec- 
ognized in the consideration of this 
week’s topic is that differences probably 
always will exist in our land, in this 
dispensation. It is impossible to change 
the color of the skin so as to make all 
our people of one color. Our people will 
continue to have different ideas as to 
the best way to run the government. 
While much can be done to alleviate 
suffering and poverty, there will always 
be those who are improvident and waste- 
ful and lazy. No amount of social service 
or education can completely level cul- 
tural differences. And, in spite of the 
rosy dreams of some churchmen, there 
will continue to be differences of creed 
and different interpretation as to the 
right way to worship God, and there 


will be those who will have nothing to ~ 


do with religion of any sort. 


b 4 

But the fact that there are.differences, 
and always will be differences in Amer- 
ica should not discourage us in seeking 
the way to meet this situation, and to 
make it possible for men and women to 
live together in our land in at least a 
large measure of peace and harmony 
and understanding. 


ve 


There are several ways in which the 
problem may be approached. We may 
approach it with indifference, taking the 
attitude that it is none of our concern, 
and therefore we will do nothing about 
it. Such an attitude offers no solution 
whatever, and only postpones for a little 
while the day of conflict. 

we 
We may endeavor to equalize differ- 


“ ences and seek some common level for 


all, in the matter of race, color, creed, 
culture, politics, and economics. Such 
an approach bristles with difficulties. 
There have been those who have sought 
to bring about’ economic equality, but it 
is not difficult to see that within a very 
short time after such an equalization 
differences would again appear. There 
are those who would have us follow the 
equalization of race differences through 
intermarriage and intermingling, but 
here again more problems are created 
than are solved. Equalization is not 
the answer. 
5-4 

Recently in Europe the approach of 
Oppose and destroy has been tried as a 
means of solving -the- question of -racial 
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It Happened on-- | 


FEBRUARY 28, 1860 


Abraham Lincoln, speaking in New York for 
the first time, made one of the strongest 
speeches of his career against slavery. 

As it was 89 years ago, freedom is still a burn- 
ing question debated by men all over the world. i 
Then and now, as always, the Word of God re- 
mains the w iding light of man, his comfort and his salvation. ! 


‘THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY was founded in 1809, the year of Lincoln’s birth. As 
Lincoln’s achievements are recorded in our nation’s history, so the New York Bible Society's’ 

work is recorded in the hearts of those who have been helped. Distributing the Holy Bible in 
— York City for 140 years, the New York Bible Society has given spiritual comfort to count- 
a thousands. 
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REv. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 
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and cultural differences. We have seen 


the tragedy. and heartbreak and sin that 
has accompanied such an effort, 


ye 

In the main, America’s approach, born 
out of its Christian background and the 
teaching of the Bible, has been that of 
harmonizing differences, recognizing the 
rights of even a small minority, and, 
even under majority rule, giving room 
for the exercise of those rights, just as 
long as they do not interfere with the 
rights and privileges of others. 

However, right here a word of caution 
is necessary. Some minority and some 
majority desires.may be vicious. In re- 
cent years certain minorities have taken 
advantage of our democratic form of 
government and have sought to destroy 
the very principles that have made it 
possible for the minority to have a voice 
and be recognized. America is essen- 
tially a Christian nation. In a large 
measure she was settled by those who 
came, seeking freedom to worship God 
according to the dictates of their con- 
science and freedom to possess and read 
the Scriptures. In a very large sense 
those who founded our nation were God- 
fearing men who sought to include in 
our laws and statutes those principles 
that are found in the Word of God. There 
are some minority groups who would 
have God’s Word removed from our pub- 





slavia writes: 


of this life. 
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and clothing packages. 
believers have suffered irreparable losses. 
lose our home, clothing, and furniture, but all of us lost also 
our relatives, including husbands, brothers, and children. Most 

of us now remain all alone. If we did not have the consolation 
of our Messiah, the Lord Jesus, we could not bear the weight 
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A courageous Hebrew Christian missionary from Jugo- 
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I myself and most of the remaining 
Not only did we 


“Nearly all of us went through concentration camps and 
prisons, from which we came back with bodily injuries. 
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us build again, for the poverty and deprivations of the war 
years sapped most of our strength. Anxiety for the daily needs 
takes most of my time, and if I were not so burdened with food 
worries I could much better attend to the mission work.” 


This 


Distress of Hebrew Christians in Germany 


A veteran Hebrew Christian missionary in Germany writes: 


“IT have gathered 
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Nave pity upon us. 
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lic schools, and would have no mention 
of it made in the conduct of our national 
and state affairs. There are those who 
would even have the name of God re- 
moved from public utterances, and docu- 
ments. Acquiescence to such minority 
efforts will destroy the very freedom that 
gives them voice and will ultimately 
shackle all our people under a despot- 
ism that always thrives when a nation 
abandons God and refuses to be in- 
structed and guided by His Word. 
ye 

Our Scripture lesson for this topic is 
frequently quoted by those who mis- 
takenly believe that it is wrong to speak 
of or call attention to the failure or sin 
of others lest we be sitting in judgment 
against them. Such is not the teaching 
of this portion cf God’s Word. It is 
hypocritical judgment that is in question 
here—a disposition to condemn others 
when in one’s own life there are equally 
great or greater causes for condemna- 
tion. The challenge here for the Chris- 
tian is that he judge his own life by the 
pure standards of God’s Word, and con- 
fess his faults and sins to God and let 
Him remove them, before condemning 
his fellow Christians for faults that he 
sees in their lives. 

vg 

We saw last week that the greatest 
contribution the Christian church can 
make in the matter of racial relation- 
ships is to proclaim the saving power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. That great com- 
mission is also the church’s greatest con- 
tribution in making America safe for 
differences. The more America, as in- 
dividuals, turns to Christ and to the 
Word of God, the more she will be safe 
from those intolerances and misunder- 
standings and hatreds that threaten her 
from within.. 

Let us pray for our land, and pray that 
revival may sweep America from coast 
to coast, changing the hearts of men and 
women so that they will want to, and 
will be enabled to live in peace and love 
and understanding with their fellow men. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Dr. Vansteenberghe’ s Itinerary 


ANY churches, Sunday schools, and 

summer conferences will have a 
good opportunity this coming spring and 
summer to hear firsthand news of con- 
ditions in Europe and particularly in 
Belgium. Dr. O. Vansteenberghe, who 
with Mr. John C. Winston is a Co- 
Director of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
expects to be in this country from April 
through September. He. has been one 
of the leaders of the Mission since it 
was founded just thirty years .ago by 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton. He 
fought in the first World War and lived 
in Brussels through.the second World 
War. His son Peter, an earnest Chris- 
tian, gave his life for his. country in 
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this last war. Dr. Vansteenberghe is 
peculiarly well fitted to speak of con- 
ditions in Europe, teing equa:!y at home 
in French, Flemish, and English, and 
having a thorough knowledge of the 
German language. He received the de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity some years 
ago from Dallas Theological Seminary. 

The general outline of Dr. Vansteen- 
berghe’s itinerary is as follows: 

April 20 to May 15.—Toronto and the 
Province of Ontario. 

Latter half of May.—New England and 
New. York State. 

June.—Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship Conference, Keswick, N. J., and the 
East. 

July.—Bible conferences in the West 
and Northwest. 





August and September.—The Middle 


West. 

Arrangements for meetings may be 
made by writing to Miss Carolyn B. 
Stephan, Secretary, the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 


ye 
With the New Books 


The Sabbath in Scripture and History. 
By I-orace G. Cowan. (Beacon Hill Press, 
Kansas City, Mo., $2.) An examina- 
tion of the history and literature con- 
cerning the Sabbath and Sunday, as 
well as a stucy of the Scriptures them- 
selves, has led the author to the follow- 
ing conclusion: “The Lord’s Day under 
grace offers the privilege of rest from 
labor, which the believer gratefully re- 
ceives, and of the opportunity for wor- 
ship, a token of the higher rest for the 
soul through faith in Christ alone. And 
that the Lord’s Day thus kept is truly 
a Sabbath unto the Lord, who rose from 
the dead on that day, as well as a ces- 
sation from labor of body and mind, and 
a refreshment of spirit in the worship of 
the Lord, is the accepted faith of all 
who are saved by grace” (p. 298). 

In addition to the several discussions 
on the Sabbath in the Scriptures, the 
author has included some historical ma- 
terial. He vindicates the Puritans from 
some of the charges commonly placed 
against them, though he does not advo- 
cate their extremes. The study of the 
Sabbath in the time of Christ gives rise 
to a discussion of the day on which 
Christ was crucified and of the length of 
His ministry. In each case, the author 
concludes that there is no evidence to 
set aside the commonly accepted view 
that He ministered three years and was 
crucified on Friday. Though the volume 
is lagely a polemic against the seventh- 
day belief, it is written in good spirit, 
and is a helpful exposition of the faith 
of the Church. 


The Christ of the Centuries. By R. C. 
Campbell. (The Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville 3, Tenn., $1.50.) The author of this 
volume of thirteen sermons is a master 
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of language and inspires his readers, 
Some punz<cnt paragraphs foliow: 
“Hiow every generaiion meeds such 


men [referring to Palissy]. They set 
right examples, blaze new trails, and 
lead the way upward and onward. How 
sorely they are needed in this day of 
substitutes; a day when popularity is 
being substituted for purposefulness; 
sensuality for spirituality; formality for 
Christianity; riches for righteousness; 
notoriety for nobility; policy for prin- 
ciple; pleasure for purity.” 

“The ponderable question is, Are they 
living, throbbing, burning, vitalized dyna- 
mos of power? We can see their pomp, 
but can we feel their power? Not only 
are many churches tepid; they are frigid. 
They are apathetic when they should 
be aggressive. They are possessed more 
by the spirit of caution than by the 
spirit of conquest. . . . We have too 
much lukewarmness, self-complacency, 
backsliding, formalism, apathy, and, i 
many places, outright indifference and 
spiritual destitution, if not apostasy.” 

“Worldliness has crept into. our 
churches like creeping paralysis, and has 
poisoned the very bloodstream of Chris- 
tianity.” 

“The Challenging Christ” and “The 
Powerful Christ” from which the quota- 
tions are taken are the best in the series. 
Other titles include “The Divine Christ,” 
“The Conquering Christ,” “The Trans- 
figured Christ,” “The Crucified Christ,” 
and the like. A message on “The Re- 
turning Christ,” or “The Reigning 
Christ,” would have made a very com- 
plete and exhaustive series. The title 
of the book is well chosen. It is always 
regrettable when quotations from Mod- 
ernists like Stanley Jones appear in an 
evangelical book, even when the portion 
quoted is not objectionable. Ministers 
will find the book inspiring and sugges- 
tive and all Christian workers will profit 
by reading it. 


Basic Questions About the Bible. By 
Leonard Greenway, Th.D. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.25.) A teacher of Bible in a Christian 
high school has prepared an admirable 
textbook for senior high and junior col- 
lege young people. It is deep enough to 
intrigue those scholarly inclined, yet 
simple enough for the average thoughtful 
high school student. Soundness, clear- 
ness, and freshness of thought and ex- 
pression mark the discussion of many 
interesting Bible questions. Keen phrases 
that challenge the mind, and “stick,” 
are to be found on almost every page, 
such as: “The Bible is not a loose-leaf 
book,” and “God has nothing more to 
say to sinners after what He has said 
in Jesus Christ.” Under the heading, 
“How Do We Know the Bible Is True?” 
there are marshaled three witnesses, 
archaeology, Christian experience, and 
the witness of the Holy Spirit. In this 
and other. chapters will be found some 
remarkably forceful illustrations. The 
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| Without any 
» you may 
have a copy of “Your 
Gift that Lives.” It tells of the 
work of the American Bible 
Society, beautifully illustrated 


with scenes from many lands 
and answers 31 questions 
about American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements, that 
give you an assured income 
for life. Sent postage free. 


How you may have 2. 
regular income for life 


For more than 100 years, men and women 
in all walks of life have enjoyed two benefits 
that followed their decision to become holders 
of American Bible Society Annuity Agree- 
ments, 

First, they receive a regular income, based 
on their age and the amount of their gift. 
Second, they know that, in time, a portion of 
their money will promote a wide distribution 
of the Bible. 

Regardless of your age, you may own one 
or many Annuity Agreements. 

Since the first Annuity was issued by the 
American Bible Society, over 100 years ago, 
checks have been mailed promptly to annuity 
owners, regardless of panics, depressions, 
wars or general business conditions, Starting 
with the smallest Annuity written ($100) 
many men and women have, in succeeding 
years, placed thousands of dollars in_ these 
Annuity Agreements. 

May we send you a copy, 
of “Your Gift that Lives 














AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 

450 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 
AMERICAN Bisie Society 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.¥. 
Gentlemen: Please send me, without obliga- 
tion, postage prepeid, ithe illust illustrated book 
“Your Gift that Lives.” $S2 
Name 
Addreas 
City State. 
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handling of the subject of “tnspiration” 
is patricularly fresh and fine and con- 
vincing in its information and logic. 
“You cannot think a thought without 
thinking a word. Try it.” Another very 
fine chapter is the brief discussion of the 
question of the authority and the doc- 
trinal errors of the books known as the 
Apocrypha. Each chapter is followed 
by a set of review questions, and a sug- 
gested Topic for Discussion, and space 
is allowed for “additional notes.” With 
some chapters there are “study assign- 
ments.” Notwithstanding its brevity and 
textbook arrangement, it makes good 
reading, and is full of rich and helpful 
material for the minister, teacher, or for 
personal Bible study. 


La Grande Soif—Biography of Paul 
Routal. By Benjamin Valloton. (Pub- 
lished by Editions Oberlin, Strassbourg; 
obtainable from Les Bons Semeurs, Li- 
brairie: Evangelique, 56 Rue Vauve- 
nargues, Paris 18 ’eme, 120 French 
francs.) This is a document of alcoholic 
misery, the rough and cruel autobiog- 
raphy of a drunkard, which has been 
taken over. and given consummate liter- 
ary form by the eminent Swiss writer, 
Benjamin Valloton. It is entitled “The 
Great Thirst,” and depicts how this mer- 
ciless thirst drives a man over the earth 
as with the mark of Cain, deprives him 
of all joy and comfort, all decency, all 
hope. This particular man was at last 
saved by the power of God’s grace and 
the tireless, sympathetic labor of men of 
pity — Etienne Matter, Pastor Babut, and 
others. But, in the long interim of alco- 
holic. suffering, what a needless waste 
of human values, what a tax on the 
time and strength of his rescuers! 

He was taught to drink as a child, as 
so often happens to French children. 
Instead of education he was given an 
endowment of alcoholic habit. He passed 
from reformatory to prison to insane 
asylum back to prison with long years 
of tramp life. Because he was poisoned 
he was classified as a criminal and made 
one. He describes his wandering along 
the national highways, diving into woods 
to escape a gendarme, sleeping in an 
abandoned hut, continuing his journey, 
soaked with rain and shaken with fever, 
in the direction of nowhere. All he 
earned, when he did work, went to the 
bistro, the saloonkeeper. Now he is a 
laborer in an insane asylum near Avig- 
non. He notes how many inmates are 
the final product of the drink seller. In 
the children’s quarter, nearly all of these 
idiots with great deformed heads and 
spreading ears are offspring of drunk- 
ards. “One'could weep! I shudder with 
horror !” 

France is further down the road to 
alcoholic death than we are, but we are 
headed the same way, and the moral 
sense of. the country seems paralyzed. 
A stream of ministers goes each sum- 
mer to- Yale School to learn that “alco- 
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hol is a food. Science teaches us that.” 
Poor science! And as to religion the 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation Sunday school lesson planners 
have reduced the emphasis in the quar- 
terly temperance lessons to vagye social 
expressions that impair their effective- 
ness. 

It’s time for a great awakening, for 
new leadership, for new literature such 
as this book of Benjamin Valioton’s. 
Whod will translate and publish it? When 
will men and women of intelligence and 
devotion be found to react against the 
alcoholic barbarism of our day? 


Understanding Marriage and Family 
Life. By J. M. Godard. (John Knox 


, Press, Richmond 9, Va.; paper, 75 cents.) 


The author, who is Dean of Queens Col- 
lege, Charlotte, N. C., states that “this 
book is written for those who wish to 
understand marriage more deeply than 
they have understood it before. . , . In 
this material an attempt is made to com- 
bine knowledge from _ professional 
sources with principles based on spir- 
itual truth.” His presentation repre- 
sents sound common sense applied to all 
aspects of married and family life, from 
the days of dating to old age. We read, 
“The most important idea in this book 
is. the concept that love can grow, that 
there is no limit to its growth, that it 
has power to overcome obstacles, and 
that husband and wife.can build a re- 
lationship between themselves which 
will make all love more understand- 
able.” The New Testament idea of love 
is missing, however, and, although the 
discussion is definitely religious, it is 
not Christian. The name “Christ” ap- 
pears once only, and then not until page 
67 of this 9l-page booklet. About the 
only other evidences of the Bible are 
the snatches of verses that appear under 
each chapter heading. To give a con- 
crete idea of how this booklet misses 
the mark, on page 50, speaking of the 
great difficulty of old age when one of 
an elderly couple has died, the writer 
says, “The strength of the elderly per- 
son in this period may come from two 
religious sources. One source is fhe 
inter faith which has grown through 
the years and which is strong enough 
for any emergency. The other source 
is the abiding interest in other people, 
in their problems, and in the course of 
events surrounding one. The student of 
the Sermon on the Mount should have 
mastered this attitude so well that even 
in the loneliness of the loss of. one’s 
marriage partner, life would still hold 
interest.” 


Glimpses of Mennonite History and 
Doctrine. By John Christian Wenger. 
(Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., $2.25.) The 
back to the Bible movement of these 
days and the effort to overcome the 
blight of modern apostasy can learn 
much from the Anabaptists, Swiss Breth- 
ren, and the Mennonites of the early 
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half of the sixteenth century. Professor 
Wenger of Goshen College Biblical Sem- 
inary has, in this revised and enlarged 
second edition, given us a brief history 
of the Mennonite movement in a most 
interesting and readable form. Bible 
lovers of today, who look with disfavor 
on any of the extras in Christian doc- 
trine or worship carried over from 
Rome, will read with a deep sense of 
gratitude of the sacrificial devotion of 
the saints and martyrs of 1525-35 who 
laid the foundations of Christian liberty 
and simplicity. 

There are ten chapters of history 
tracing the rise of Swiss Anabaptism 
(stressing the baptism of adults only on 
confession of Christ as one’s Saviour), 
through the various groups of Central 
Europe, then on to the. emigrations: to 
various parts of the United States, Can- 
ada, and South America. A brief chap- 
ter reviews the literature and hymnody 
of the Mennonites (named after Menno 
Simons of Holland, 1496-1561, once a Ro- 
man Catholic priest) ; then a most illumi- 
nating chapter reviews Mennonite the- 
ology. On the fundamentals of evangelical 
faith they were in harmony with the 
present-day evangelical testimony, 


‘though in eschatology they were amil- 
slennial. They were also, from the very 


beginning, convinced that all warfare 
Was wrong, and so were conscientious 


Objectors to military service on Scrip- 


tural grounds. Contrary to modern pa- 
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cifism, they felt their calling was to wage 
a spiritual warfare in proclaiming and 
extending the Gospel of God’s grace. 
Two chapters are given to an earnest 
appeal to their scattered and divided 
sects to recapture the Anabaptist vision 
and to return to world-wide evangelism. 
Twenty pages of interesting pictures, 
and various appendixes with a generous 
bibliography, increase the value of this 
illuminating record of church history. 


Course of Study for Christian Schools. 
Prepared by the Educational Committee 
of the National Union of Christian 
Schools, (Wm, B, Eerdmans Pub, Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $5.) Based on 
twenty-two years of experience in the 
operation of Christian schools, this 
volume endeavors to set forth a Chris- 
tian philosophy of education, a_curricu- 
lum of study for grades one through 
nine, and suggestions on how to estab- 
lish and operate the schools. More than 
330 pages are devoted to a detailed cur- 
riculum in Bible, mathematics, language 
arts, social science, science, physical 
education, and fine arts. For each sub- 
ject, a philosophy is developed; from 
this philosophy, specific objectives are 
derived; practical suggestions are given 
on the teaching and the content of 
each subject at each grade level; a help- 
ful bibliography concludes each section. 

The interested reader will be disap- 
pointed in a few minor particulars, 
Mark Fakkema’s account of the history 
and organization of Christian schools is 
much too brief. So also is Henry 
Schultze’s philosophy of Christian edu- 
cation. The latter section should be 
greatly expanded for an adequate devel- 
opment and explanation of its contents, 
As it now stands, it confuses the layman 
in philosophy who does not understand 
the terms used, nor their relevance to 
the present subject. 

It goes without saying that the book 
is thoroughly orthodox. It is valuable 
not only for Christian schools, but for 
all Christians who are interested in 
training children for Christ today. 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 14 to 20 
Mon.—Matthew 4:18-22. 
Jesus Calls Four Disciples. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “Peter. . . An- 
drew ...-James ... and John.” The 
call of the first four and of all the later 
disciples named apostles out of eternity 
as well as out of the lips of the Son of 
God. So that the word “called” implies 
God’s eternal purpose as well as the then 
immediate purpose for these chosen 
servants of God. Bunyan calls attention 
to the fact that God has both a general 
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in musical quality—priced 
many dollars less than similar 
instruments. One compact unit 
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brilliant harmonics of CARIL- 
LoNIc BELLS — or the beauty 
of sacred record music. A self- 
contained program clock allows 
musical programs to sound out 
over any period of day or week, 
automatically. Manual opera- 
tion available also. 
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Dept. ST-92 


124 





(20) * 


WHERE FELLOWSHIP 
_ @ 






@ Bible-study and prayer pre- 

vail in a wholesome spiritual 

atmosphere at Multnomah. Young people grow in 
devotional life-through opportunities provided for 
Christian service and experience. 


That's why Multnomah is a school where your 
gifts build fruitful lives. Write for further details. 


“Doorstep Evangel” FREE to Inquirers 


ULTNOMAH 
School of the B IB L E 


Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 


Joha G. Mitchell, D.D., Vice President, B. B. Sutcliffe, D.D.. Chm. Trustees 
632 N. E. Holladay St. Portland 14, Oregon 








STUDENTS WANTED 


YOUNG WOMEN, YOUNG MEN 
TRAIN FOR MENTAL NURSING 
THE NEED IS GREA1 
YOU ARE WANTED AT THE 
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 


WYCKOFF -- - - NEW JERSEY 
Address Director ot Nurses 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and a special call. All hear the Gospel, 
but not all hear with the inner heart 
His effectual call. Pray for the McAuley 
Water Street Mission, 135 Liberty St., 
New York 6. 


Tues.—Mark 3:13-19. 
Jesus Ordains the Twelve. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “He ordained 
twelve, that they should be with him, 
and that he might send them forth to 
preach.” These first preachers of the 
Gospel sent forth by Christ (with the 
exception of Judas) were men of the 
common variety, but were endowed 
with uncommon gifts of the Spirit for 
their work. They stand forth as model 
ministers for all who would preach 
Christ’s Gospel. They were much with 
Christ, and learned of Him, and had 
the honor of His presence in their labors. 
We who know Christ are also ordained 
by Him to go and bring forth fruit to 
His praise. Pray for the New York Home 
for Homeless Boys, Inc., 462 158th St., 
New York 56. 
Wed.—Luke 6:20-26. 

Jesus Teaching the Twelve. 

Prayer Succestions: “And he lifted up 
his eyes on his disciples, and said, 
Blessed be ye poor: for your’s. is the 
kingdom of God.” The teacher was God 
manifest in flesh; the words taught the 
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most blessed that ever fell upon the ear 
of man; the end in view the most glori- 
ous: “The kingdom of God.” And the 
One who taught the apostles, and in- 
structed Nicodemus, and revealed Him- 
self to the woman of Samaria at Jacob’s 
well:is our Saviour-Teacher. Are you 
obeying His “Learn of me”? Pray for 
the Pacific Garden Mission, 650 S. State 
St., Chicago 5. 
Thurs.—Luke 6:27-38. 
Jesus Training the Twelve. 

Prayer Succestions: “Bless them that 
curse you, and pray for them which de- 
spitefully use you.” These precepts of 
Christ here in this passage indicate that 
spirit of love which distinguishes Chris- 
tians from those who have the spirit of 
the world. In order to have the right 
attitude toward all kinds of people in 
this world one must have the Spirit of 
Christ, who exemplified these beatitudes, 
So then by example and word from 
Christ. we have our life’s pathway 
marked out for us. Let us follow in 
His steps: Pray for the Missionary 
Workers, 138 Stimson Ave., Detroit 1. 


Fri.—Mark 6:7-13. The Disciples Sent Forth. 
Prayer Succestions: “He called unto 


- him the twelve, and began to send them 


forth by two and two.” Our Lord here 
made a simple but glorious beginning 
of world evangelization. And in this 
work all Christians, after the example 
of Christ and His apostles, have a part 
to play. We, too, like these chosen men, 
are His workmanship, created in Him 
unto good works which He foreordained 
for us. Are you doing your God-ap- 
pointed work? Pray for the West Side 
Rescue Mission, 823 W. Monroe St., Chi- 
cago 7. 
Sat.—Acts 22:14-21. 
The Apostle to the Gentiles. 

PraYeR SuGGEsTIONS: “I will send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles.” The Lord 
holds to His statement that “salvation 
is of the Jews” in giving the Gospel to 
the nations. Paul was of the seed of 
Abraham according to the flesh. He is 
our apostle under Christ who is our 
great. Apostle and High Priest. But to 
imagine there is a different message of 
salvation for us than for Jews is an 
error. There is no other name by which 
either Jew or Gentile must be saved 
than that of Jesus Christ. Paul’s Gos- 
pel was the Gospel of Christ. Pray for 
The - House - by - the - Side - of - 
the - Road, 446 W. Federal St., 
Youngstown 3, Ohio, 
Sun.—John 4:81-89. The Need for Workers. 

Prayer Sucecestions: “Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields.” Our 
eyes are too much fixed on things at 
our feet; they need to be lifted to see 
things Christ wants done. You have 
the opportunity to see the harvest 
need, and to help garner the grain — 
the wheat of the Kingdom for the 
honor and glory of God our Saviour. 
Pray for the Gospel Mission, 5th and 
H Sts., N.W., Washington 1, D, C. 











